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PROPHETIC SIGNS
AUTUMN 2021

 UNLOCKING 
THE SCRIPTURES

”When once the existence of God 
guaranteed the existence of Isra-
el, today the continued existence 
of the people Israel guarantees the 
existence of God.”
Emil Fackenheim

TO KNOW 
THE SON OF GOD



”Then have the trumpet sounded 
everywhere on the tenth day of 
the seventh month; on the Day 
of Atonement sound the trumpet 
throughout your land. Consecra-
te the fiftieth year and proclaim 
liberty throughout the land to all 
its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee  
for you; each of you is to return to 
your family property and to your 
own clan.”
(Lev. 25:9-10)
In Hebrew the fiftieth year is cal-
led Yovel, a celebration year, jubi-
lee. It is the year of the blowing of 
the ram´s horn. Thus Yovel got its 
name from the shofar announcing 
the beginning of the year.
The sound of the Yovel declares 
the beginning of a new era, the 
era of God´s favour towards Israel. 
In Hebrew the word yovel can be 
read in two ways. Either ”yovel”, 
which means a ram or a ram´s 

horn like a shofar, or in passive 
voice ”yuval”, is led or was led, 
like in Isaiah 53: ”he was led like 
a lamb to the slaughter… for the 
transgression of my people he was 
punished.”
Like a lamb which has a desire to 
follow its shepherd humbly, to be 
led, ”yuval”.
The three names of the shofar are   
like a road signs on our salvation 
path: Keren, which is the name in-
cluding the personal calling, rose 
up in smoke with the sacrificed 
ram instead of Isaac (Gen. 22:13).
On Mount Sinai the Israelites 
heard the sound of that horn, Sho-
far, for the first time when it called 
the people to make the change, a 
turn a round, teshuva.
The nation learned the sound of 
the shofar when The Lord himself 
blew the horn (Ex. 19:16).
From that point on the Israelites 

were commanded to blow them-
selves on the shofar (Lev. 25:9), 
until The Sovereign Lord himself 
blows it, this time the shofar cal-
led Yovel (Zech. 9:14).
Then He will announce freedom, 
liberation, a jubilee to all nations, 
to all of those who will hear His 
voice. 
Yeshua the Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
started his ministry in the syna-
gogue declaring with the words 
of Isaiah 61:1-2 proclaiming good 
news to the poor, freedom for the 
captives, release from darkness 
for the prisoners and proclaiming 
the year of the Lord’s favor.
Proclaiming the jubilee, which is 
The Messiah himself.
In Him is the heritage restored, the 
one we lost in the garden of Eden.
In Him is the essence of Yovel.
(http://torah-art.net)
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Editorial
Breaking up the unploughed ground

**********
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”Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
the earth and subdue it.”

A mission was given to man right after he 
had been made. God gave us guidelines 
when He created us. Man was to rule the 
creation under God´s supervision, and te-
ach future generations how it was done. 
The family is the foundational unit es-
tablished by God; it is the pillar on which 
generations, civilizations, and mankind 
are built. It is the unit within which the 
basics for knowing God and following His 
will should be taught. Human life would 
also be composed of different phases or 
cycles like in agriculture where ploughing, 
sowing, and harvesting follow each other 
thus teaching us about the ways of God. 
The younger generation would learn to 
appreciate the wisdom of the older ge-
neration that at the same time points, as 
if unintentionally, to God´s wisdom and 
omnipotence.

However, there was the tree of the know-
ledge of good and evil. The enemy, a cre-
ated being like we, knew the weak point 
where to strike. Wisdom, omnipotence, 
and eternal life – but without any limits 
and rules set by God! Smart words fired 
by precision, temptation, and fall. The lie 
sows a seed that grows fast and ripens to 
the fruit of sin. The fruit is taken from the 
tree, one bite. The eyes are opened. A 
huge shock, followed by shame.

A cross-section from that moment to our 
days: thousands of years of wars, genoci-
des, famines, dryness, pest, epidemics, 
disease.

God, however, focuses on long chains 
of generations. He has an accurate plan, 
and we also know from His Word how 
this all will end. God has His own farmers 
in every generation, our generation inclu-
ded. But has the situation ever been as 
alarming as it is now? Christians are per-
secuted like never before in all the world. 
The freedom of speech and religion is in 
danger of being trampled underfoot by 
the post-Christian world whose only inte-

rest is the new world order, the Great Re-
set, and unified globalism cleansed from
all religion and nationalism to give power 
to the hands of the selected elite.
If the land of inheritance is not taken care 
of and farmed, it grows wild, and the 
next generation will have to start all over 
again from the beginning. But where do 
the breakers of the land come from, if no 
one teaches them? It is high time we stop 
to think what God expects from us. What 
is our identity in Him? Is it enough just to 
believe, or do we all really have a mission 
to accomplish here on earth?

Who among us would be a Stephanus, 
a Peter, or a Paul? Where are the Eli-
jahs and the Jeremiahs of our time? Will 
Yeshua find any faith on earth, when He 
returns? 
”Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin 
is a disgrace to any people” (Proverbs 
14:34). 

If we refuse to leave our comfort zone, 
and do not take the divine light to the 
darkened world right now, we may soon 
find ourselves without any comfort zone 
to cling to. Now is the right moment.
The year 2021 will soon be in the past. 
Covid-19 became Covid-20, then Co-
vid-21. Next we will be dealing with Co-
vid-22. The giant of China is warming up 
its muscles, and the Russian trumpets of 
war are sounding ominously. Iran is going 
ahead with its nuclear program through 
its intermediaries, and pays no attention 
to what other nations might have to say. 
Israel stands in the middle of all this; it 
is God´s clock and banner to the nations.

This is the time to start breaking the un-
ploughed land. But great concern and 
worry about the next generation should 
first break our hearts.

****************************

In this issue we will be able to enjoy the 
fruit and teaching of the Word picked up 
by Julia Blum. Julia´s insightful teaching 
opens us the Word of God comprehen-

sively from within its Hebrew context. 
We have also the pleasure to read Keijo 
Lindeman´s article on current prophe-
tical signs, and the first part of his new 
article series ”To Know the Son of God”. 
Then there is the study made by Samuel 
Kohen, a Jew himself, on the origin of 
the Hannukkah-feast, and the influence 
of the traditions and interpretations of 
ancient rabbies on the celebration of this 
feast. 
The article is published here because it 
is a good reminder also to believers  in 
Yeshua that it is good to see occasionally 
beyond old traditions, and look for the 
real origin of things; to study things tho-
roughly.

That is the best possible breaking of the 
ground and matrix for the next genera-
tions. 
Blessed end of the year 2021 and bles-
sed new year 2022. Lord, our God, Lord 
is one!

With richest blessings,
Markus Nurmesniemi
Editor



Unlocking 

the Scriptures

Written by:
Julia Blum
(text is excerpt from her 
book ”Unlocking the Scrip-
tures”, 2019)

THE MINISTRY 

WHY DID JESUS READ 
FROM ISAIAH? 

”And when he had opened 
the book, he found the pla-
ce …”
(Lk. 4:17-18)

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus 
opens His ministry with the 
famous scene in the syna-
gogue in his home town of 
Nazareth. As He stood up to 
read the Scripture, He was 
given the scroll of Isaiah. 
Then, “he had opened the 
book, he found the place 
where it was written: The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me….” (Lk. 4:17-18)
Why did Jesus open the 
scroll precisely on these 
prophetic words of Isaiah 
61? Had He Himself chosen 
to read it? 

First of all, from the New 
Testament we understand 
that by the first century, 
synagogues existed in most 
of the towns and villages in 
the Land of Israel. 

The book of Acts tells us 
explicitly that the public 
reading of the Torah (Five 
Books of Moses) was practi-
ced every Shabbat in every 
synagogue: For Moses has 
… those who preach him 
in every city, being read in 
the synagogues every Sab-
bath.” (Acts 15:21)

And even though there 
were many different direc-
tions and teachings in Juda-
ism at that time, the Torah 
given by God to Moses was 
an unshakable and unques-
tionable foundation for all 
these directions. Therefo-
re, whichever synagogue 
Jesus may have entered 
on Shabbat, as His custom 
was, He would listen to the 
Torah there. 

The question is, whether 
he listening to the same To-
rah portions and following 
the same annual cycle we 
know today? 

In most synagogues today, 
the weekly Torah readings 
follow an annual cycle in 
which the Five Books of 
Moses are read in one year. 
However, another reading 

cycle existed in the Land 
at the time of Jesus: a so-
called “triennial” cycle that 
lasted approximately three 
years. The annual cycle was 
accepted in Babylonian 
academies, whilst the trien-
nial cycle was used mostly 
in the Land – and therefo-
re, Jesus probably followed 
the triennial cycle. 

Why did Jesus read from 
Isaiah? Do we know anyt-
hing about Haftarah, rea-
ding from the Prophets, in 
the triennial cycle? Surpri-
singly, this scene provides 
the earliest source we have 
on that custom! 

From Luke 4, we can con-
clude that the reading of 
the Prophets after the To-
rah on Sabbath was an ac-
cepted custom in the Land 
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in 1 CE. Thankfully, more 
and more Jewish scholars 
recognize the New Testa-
ment as a great source for 
Jewish history! 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
AND TORAH PORTION 

”Love you neighbor as 
yourself”
(Lev. 19:18)

Even among non-Christi-
ans, there is a general con-
sensus that Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount is the grea-
test moral discourse ever 
given. 

Have you ever thought of 
the possibility that the Ser-
mon on the Mount could 
have been a sermon on 
a specific Torah Portion – 
probably read that same 
Shabbat? 

Jesus’ audience would have 
known the Torah portions 
very well and therefore 
would have known exactly 
what he was referring to. 

But do we know it? The last 
verse of Matthew 5: “Be 
perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect”, 
makes this connection very 
evident. The Torah portion 
Kedoshim – “Holy People” 
(Lev. 19:1-20:27) – begins 
with similar words: “You 
shall be holy for I the Lord 
you God am holy.” 

It is in this Portion that we 
find the famous words that 
not only Jesus, but many 
Jewish sages before and 
after Him, considered to be 
the kernel of the entire To-
rah: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself”. 

Certainly, these words 
might be read and under-
stood in many different 
ways. In the opening pa-
ragraph of the Manual of 
Discipline of the Dead Sea 
sect, one reads: “… to hate 
all that He has rejected”. 

For Jesus, however, the-
se words spoke not only 
about loving friends or 
fellow-believers, but also 
about loving enemies, and 
this is what we find in His 
drash (interpretation) of 
Parashat Kedoshim (Torah 
portion Kedoshim) – in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

IS “TURNING THE OTHER 
CHEEK” A JEWISH VALUE?
 
”But if anyone strikes you 
on the right cheek, turn the 
other also.” (Matt. 5:39)

The words of Jesus about 
“the other cheek” remain 
among his most famous 
sayings. 

At first glance, it seems that 
Jesus here has complete-
ly abolished the principle 
of “measure for measure” 
that we find in the Torah. 

However, the very idea of 
“turning the other cheek” 
comes from the Hebrew 
Bible: in the book of La-
mentations we read “Let 
him offer his cheek to the 
one who strikes him”. (Lam. 
3:30)

Is “turning the other cheek” 
the Jewish value, then? In 
our search for an answer, 
let us turn to the Torah. 

In Numbers 35 we read 
about the cities of refuge, 
the establishment of which 
is ordered here by God: 

“you shall appoint cities to 
be cities of refuge for you, 
that the manslayer who 
kills any person accidentally 
may flee there”. The reason 
a person corresponding to 
this definition needs pro-
tection is the fear of blood 
revenge by a relative of the 
killed person. 

If we recognize that the ori-
ginal purpose of this legis-
lation probably was to limit 
the amount of revenge for 
an offense and to limit the 
location of the revenge as 
well, surprisingly, we might 
find the same purpose be-
hind what seems to be a 
formal annulment. 

Thus, we find an unex-
pected parallel between 
the very concept of the 
cities of refuge, and “the 
other cheek of” Jesus: “do 
not retaliate, do not aven-
ge” – this is the message in 
both case. 

JESUS’ DRASH
 
”And who is my neighbor?” 
(Lk. 10:29)

The famous words from 
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Leviticus 19: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” are 
quoted in all the synop-
tic gospels. However, only 
Luke’s Gospel has the fa-
mous parable of the Good 
Samaritan where the ques-
tion, “who is my neighbor?” 
is addressed. (Lk. 10:29)

What was so shocking in 
Jesus’ interpretation of 
one’s neighbor? The episo-
de opens with a “lawyer” 
asking Jesus how to inherit 
eternal life. In a traditional 
Jewish way, Jesus responds 
with a question: “What is 
written in the law?” 

The lawyer quotes verses 
from the Torah known to 
all Jews of his time— Deu-
teronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 
19:18. 
These verses had already 
been combined in Jewish 
thought and had indeed 
been considered to be the 
foundation of the whole 
Torah; so, by this point we 
observe only continuity 
between the covenants. 

The conversation didn’t 
stop there though. The dia-
logue continues, and the 
famous parable follows. 

The newness and shock of 
this parable may escape a 
non-Jewish reader, but it 
is important to understand 
that every Jew belonged 
to one of three groups: 
priests, descended from 
Aaron; Levites, descended 
from other children of Levi: 
and Israelites, descended 
from other children of Ja-
cob. 

After mentioning a priest 
and a Levite in this story, 
a first-century Jew would 
have expected mention of 
someone from the third 
group—an Israelite. Howe-
ver, the third person in the 
parable is not the expected 
Israelite but an unexpected 
Samaritan—the enemy of 
the Jews. 

Tensions between the Jews 
and the Samaritans were 
particularly high in the ear-
ly decades of the 1st centu-
ry, therefore not only is the 
appearance of this Samari-
tan absolutely striking, but 
the fact that this Samaritan 
proves to be a neighbor, 
while the priest and the Le-
vite fail, directly challenges 
the contemporary Jewish 
interpretation of the word 

“neighbor”. 

Jesus’ interpretation of the 
term “neighbor” sounded 
absolutely shocking to his 
Jewish audience—thus, not 
only continuity, but also the 
newness of the New Testa-
ment, is evident here. 

JESUS AND SHABBAT

”And they questioned Je-
sus, asking, ”Is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath?” 
(Matt.12:10)

There is a well-known dis-
pute regarding Jesus kee-
ping – or breaking – Shab-
bat. Much has been said 
and written on this subject. 

However, even today, as 
you are reading about Je-
sus healing on Shabbat and 
feeling this almost palpable 
tension between Him and 
those who “were watching 
Him to see if He would 
heal him on the Sabbath, 
so that they might accuse 
Him,” (Mark 3:1-6) are you 
still wondering whether in-
deed, Jesus did break Shab-
bat? 

First, we have to make it 

clear whose definition of 
breaking Shabbat we have 
in mind. In today’s Jewish 
halakhah, treating minor, 
not life-threatening me-
dical issues on Shabbat is 
prohibited, but saving lives 
on Shabbat is not only per-
mitted, but is also a duty. 

However, while violation of 
Shabbat for life-saving hea-
ling is an accepted practice 
today, in the first century 
this principle had probably 
not yet been clearly defin-
ed. 

That’s why “the synagogue 
official” was “indignant be-
cause Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath”. (Lk. 13:14)

In this sense, the testimony 
of the Gospels is significant: 
for the first time, we see 
here Jewish Rabbi Yeshua 
allowing healing on Shab-
bat. So of course, Jesus 
did not break a God-given 
commandment. However, 
He did break a contempo-
rary tradition of keeping 
Shabbat at any cost. 

The gospels are the only 
first century source that we 
have, where healing is per-
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mitted and performed on 
Shabbat. Jesus advocates 
– perhaps even establishes 
– the same approach that 
later, slightly modified, will 
become normative in Rab-
binic Judaism. The more we 
know about Judaism, the 
more interesting this dyna-
mic between the teaching 
of Jesus and first century 
Judaism becomes! 

BEIT SHAMMAI 
AND BEIT HILLEL 

And there was a division 
among them… 
(John 9:16) 

As we just have seen, when 
Jesus was healing on Shab-
bat, there was almost al-
ways tension between Him 
and the people around 
him. 

However, the people 
around were not always 
unanimous. In John 9, af-
ter Jesus made mud and 
healed the blind man on 
Shabbat, while “Some said, 

“This man is not from God, 
for he does not observe 
the Sabbath.” there were 
others who said, “How 
can a man who is a sinner 
perform such signs?” Who 
were these two groups? 
First of all, we need to un-
derstand that in this parti-
cular example, Jesus broke 
the traditional Jewish Sab-
bath regulations of his time 
in several ways. 

Besides healing on Sab-
bath, which was regarded 
as a violation of the Sab-
bath work laws (unless it 
was life-or-death situation), 
Jesus kneaded the clay with 
his saliva to make (build) 
mud – and both kneading 
and building were among 
the thirtynine classes of 
work forbidden on the Sa-
bbath—so He did break the 
tradition. 

Yet we see here two comp-
letely different positions 
regarding His healing. This 
division probably reflects 
the difference between the 

positions of the schools of 
Shammai and Hillel. 
The school of Shammai was 
much stricter and based 
their rulings on theological 
principles only (“he broke 
the law, therefore he is a 
sinner”); while the school 
of Hillel also considered the 
result (“he has done a good 
thing”). 

Hillel and Shammai, two 
leading sages at the turn 
of the era, founded two 
opposing schools of Jewish 
thought. The debates bet-
ween these schools were 
essential in the shaping of 
Judaism. 
Jesus was an integral mem-
ber of the culture he lived 
in – he influenced it and 
was influenced by it, the-
refore many scholars be-
lieve that the influence of 
the division between Hillel 
and Shammai, can also be 
found in the NT. 

DID JESUS DECLARE HAM 
KOSHER?

There is nothing that enters 
a man from outside which 
can defile him … 
(Mark 7:15)

In Leviticus, God com-
mands the laws of kashrut, 
distinguishing between 
clean and unclean animals. 

Most Christians believe 
that Jesus abrogates the-
se laws and thus declares 
all the food clean. In par-
ticular, the famous saying 
of Jesus: “There is nothing 
that enters a man from out-
side which can defile him,” 
in chapter 7 of the Gospel 
of Mark, has often been 
understood as complete 
abolition of any distinction 
“between the living creatu-
re that may be eaten and 
the living creature that may 
not be eaten”. 

Was it, indeed, the mea-
ning of Jesus’ words? Did 
Jesus indeed declare pork 
kosher? 

If we read the entire chap-
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ter 7 of Mark’s Gospel, we 
will see that the whole de-
bate between the Phari-
sees and Jesus here doesn’t 
concern clean and unclean 
animals at all! The deba-
te is about ritual purity as 
taught by the tradition re-
garding washing the hands. 
The Pharisees and the sc-
ribes asked him, “Why do 
your disciples not live ac-
cording to the tradition of 
the elders, but eat with de-
filed hands?” 

This means two things: 
First, the issue here is 
not observing the Torah 
(”Law”), but observing the 
tradition (Oral Torah); se-
cond, Jesus is not addres-
sing the question of what 
may be eaten, He is spea-
king about whether one 
may eat without a ritual 
handwashing. 

There is not the slightest 
hint here that the foods in 
discussion can be anything 
other than what the Bible 
allows Jews to eat— kosher 
foods. In other words, Je-
sus declared clean all tho-
se foods that were given 
and permitted by God, re-
gardless of ritual hand wa-
shing. 

RIVERS OF WATER … 
IN JERUSALEM … 

”out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water…”
 (John 7:38)

In the Gospel of John, we 
find a famous saying of Je-
sus: “He who believes in 
Me, as the Scripture has 
said, out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.” 
Jesus cried these words out 
“on the last and great day” 
of the feast of Tabernacles 
(Succoth). 

Why did Jesus speak of wa-
ter? Was there anything in 
the celebration of Succoth 
that was connected to wa-

ter and would explain Je-
sus’ use of this image? 

As the matter of fact, the-
re was. In the days of the 
Second Temple, the height 
of Succoth celebration was 
the water libation ceremo-
ny. Succoth is the beginning 
of the rainy season in Isra-
el, and the libation of water 
was performed to invoke 
God’s blessing on the year’s 
rains. 

During the ceremony a 
large procession carrying 
water would go through 
Jerusalem and circle the 
Temple, and then the water 
would be poured onto the 
altar. During this ceremony, 
the lamps were lit in the 
Temple courtyard as a sign 
of the festivities. 

It is in the context of this 
celebration, while the pro-
cession with water was 
walking through Jerusalem, 
that Jesus speaks His famo-
us words about “living wa-
ter”. 

It is in this context, while 
all Jerusalem was glowing 
with the light from the 
Temple, that Jesus speaks 
about the light: “I am the 
light of the world.” The sa-
ges of Israel testify to the 
celebrations of the water li-
bation from the daysof the 
Second Temple. 

The description of this ce-
remony can be found in 
Mishna. Jesus uses the 
images of this celebrati-
on, to illustrate His words. 
Once we understand the 
historical context of Jesus’ 
words, the spiritual truth 
of these sayings becomes 
even more clear and pro-
found. 

THE RIDDLE OF JOHN

”He also went up to the 
feast, not openly, but as it 
were in secret ”

(John 7:10) 

The Gospel of John gives us 
a very clear testimony of 
Jesus observing Sukkot. 
In John 7, we read that 
when Jesus’ brothers tried 
to convince Him to go up 
to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Sukkot, he answered: “My 
time has not yet come.” 
(John 7:6)

“But when His brothers had 
gone up, then He also went 
up to the feast, not openly, 
but as it were in secret”. 

Why did Jesus go “as it 
were in secret”? You pro-
bably know that Sukkot 
was one of the three Feasts 
during which every Jewish 
man had to come to Jerusa-
lem for worship. Of course 
Jesus would be fulfilling the 
commandment and going 
up to Jerusalem; therefore, 
when he says to his brot-
hers: “I am not yet going up 
to this feast,” (John 7:8) the 
emphasis is on “yet” – he is 
not going yet. 

He will be travelling at the 
last minute and incogni-
to – but why? One of the 
most important aspects of 
Sukkot has always been in-
viting guests into one’s Suk-
kah (booth). 
The welcoming of guests 
on Sukkot is especially sig-
nificant, since in many ways 
Sukkah represents and ref-
lects the tent of Abraham, 
and the Jewish tradition 
derives the mitzvah of hos-
pitality from Abraham (Ge-
nesis 18). 

Even though people invite 
guests for the intermediate 
nights of this week-long 
Feast, the most festive and 
important night was the 
first night – the Eve of Suk-
kot. Being a Rabbi, Jesus 
would probably be invited 
for this special night by se-
veral people, and inevitably 
would have to turn down 

some invitations. 
Maybe, this is the reason 
why he didn’t make his ap-
pearance public and went 
“as it were in secret” – to 
celebrate Sukkot with so-
mebody who was especial-
ly close to his heart. 

JESUS AND HANUKKAH

”And it was at Jerusalem 
the feast of the dedication, 
and it was winter”
 (John 10:22). 

We read in the Gospel of 
John: “And it was at Jerusa-
lem the feast of the dedica-
tion, and it was winter. And 
Jesus walked in the temple 
in Solomon’s porch.” 

What is this winter “Feast 
of Dedication”? It seems to 
stand out among the celeb-
rations of the Bible. It’s not 
mentioned in Leviticus 23, 
where all the biblical feasts 
are described and their ob-
servance is commanded, so 
what did Jesus celebrate in 
the Temple? 

Of course, John is referring 
to Hanukkah (Hebrew for 
“dedication”). Hanukkah is 
a Jewish holiday comme-
morating the rededication 
of the Temple in Jerusalem 
at the time of the Macca-
bean Revolt against the Se-
leucid Empire. 

The Jewish people were 
then living under the op-
pression of King Antiochus 
IV and Hellenistic pagan 
practices. Seleucids requi-
red full assimilation in all 
aspects of life – language, 
arts, lifestyle – everything 
was to conform to the 
Greek way of life. 

Antiochus even desecrated 
the Temple: the altars, the 
utensils, and the golden 
menorah were all defiled. 
When the Maccabees mi-
raculously drove out the 
Syrians and recaptured 
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the Temple, they had to 
cleanse and restore it. In 
167 BCE, the Temple was 
rededicated to the glory of 
the God, and an eight-day 
festival—the Feast of De-
dication—was established. 
It happened on Kislev 25th 
(somewhere between late 
November and late Decem-
ber), hence we read about 
the winter feast of dedica-
tion. 

The story of Hanukkah is 
preserved in the books of 
Maccabees – however, the-
se books are not part of the 
Hebrew Bible. Surprisingly, 
the clearest mention of Ha-
nukkah in the Bible is found 
in the New Testament! 

Not only did Jesus celebra-
te Hanukkah, but he obser-
ved it in the same Temple 
that had been miraculously 

rededicated by the Macca-
bees just a few generations 
earlier. It’s truly amazing to 
see even the smallest de-
tails of the gospels in their 
historical context. 

THE LOST COIN 

”…he did not speak to them 
except in parables…”
(Mark 4:34)

The parables make up most 
of the teaching of Jesus. 
“With many such parables 
he spoke the word to them 
… he did not speak to them 
except in parables” (Mark 
4:33-34)

Why did Jesus speak in pa-
rables? Where does this 
genre come from? You may 
be surprised to find out 
that this provocative genre 
originates in Tanach (the 

Old Testament): we find 
parables in the book of Jud-
ges, in the books of Samuel 
and Kings, in the books of 
the Prophets. 
However, the genre really 
flourished in the rabbinic li-
terature. These texts, even 
though they were written 
down much later, still con-
tain materials from Jesus’ 
time. 

There are a great many 
parables in the rabbinic 
texts, for example, we find 
a parable similar to Jesus’ 
Parable of the Lost Coin in 
a Jewish commentary on 
the Song of Songs—Song of 
Songs Rabbah: 
“The matter is like a king 
who lost a coin or a pre-
cious pearl in his house. He 
will find it by the light of a 
penny-worth wick. Likewi-
se, do not let the parable 

appear of little worth to 
you: through the parable, 
a man can stand on the 
words of Torah.” (Song of 
Songs Rabbah, 1,1,8)
The significance of the pa-
rables in Jewish tradition is 
clearly seen from this text: 
the parables are perceived 
as a means for understan-
ding Torah. 
That is why Jesus used pa-
rables to help his listeners 
grasp his teaching: they 
were accustomed to parab-
les and knew how to under-
stand them. 

JEWISH PRODIGAL SON 

”… this my son was dead 
and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found”
(Lk. 15:24).

The Parable of the Prodigal 
Son is one of the most fa-
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mous and beloved parab-
les of the New Testament. 
Many people consider this 
parable to be also one of 
the most typical of Jesus’ 
parables – depicting God 
as a Loving Father, full of 
grace and compassion, as 
opposed to the “stern and 
demanding” God of the Old 
Testament. 

You may be surprised to 
learn that this message of 
God’s grace has many pa-
rallels in Jewish thought. 

The whole theme of return 
and repentance (in Hebrew, 
both words come from the 
same root: Shuvah and 
Tshuvah) is extremely im-
portant in Jewish thought 
– God always welcomes His 
returning and repentant 
child. 

In fact, we find a very si-
milar parable in midrash 
Devarim (Deuteronomy) 
Rabbah. The parable of the 
”Loving King and His Evil 
Son” illustrates the theme 
of repentance and God’s 
desire for his children to re-
turn to him. The matter can 
be compared to the son of a 
king who took to evil ways. 
The king … appealed to him 
saying, “Repent, my son.” 
Then the father continues: 
“Is it not to your father 
that you will be returning?” 
(Deut. Rabbah, 2:24)

This rabbinic parable ref-
lects the same theology of 
grace that we find in the 
parable of Prodigal Son. 
The Pharisees of Jesus’ 
time also believed that God 
receives each person who 
comes to Him in repentan-
ce. 
We must look at Jesus’ pa-
rables through the Jewish 
eyes of His original audien-
ce. 

THE PHARISEE AND THE 
TAX COLLECTOR

‘God, I thank you that I 
am not like other people … 
even like this tax collector.” 
(Lk. 18:11)

In the famous parable of 
Jesus in Luke 18:9-14, we 
read about two men who 
went up to the Temple to 
pray: one was a Pharisee, 
the other a tax collector. 

A traditional Christian rea-
ding sees the Pharisee here 
as a hypocritical, legalistic 
and self-righteous charac-
ter; sympathies would tend 
to align with the tax collec-
tor only, whilst the Phari-
see would be dismissed as 
a completely negative sym-
bol. 

However, do we miss so-
mething that Jesus’ audien-
ce would see in this story? 
First of all, there is no doubt 
that there was a very nega-
tive attitude toward tax col-
lectors in the society: not 
only the Gospels, but later 
Rabbinic sources, describe 
this attitude as well. 
Tax collectors were viewed 
negatively throughout the 
entire Roman Empire. 

From the words of John the 
Baptist in Luke 3:13 we un-
derstand that tax collectors 
usually took more money 
than they were supposed 
to—in the gospels, tax col-
lectors were clearly asso-
ciated with sinfulness! 

However, in the Jewish 
mindset, the sin of one per-
son affects the whole com-
munity (that’s why Jesus 
taught to pray “forgive us 
our sins” rather than “for-
give me my sins”), while 
the merits of the righteous 
one might benefit the who-
le community—remember 
Abraham arguing with the 
Lord regarding Sodom and 
the righteous people there! 

I imagine the Jews who first 
heard this parable would 

have thought about the 
Pharisee’s merits positively 
impacting the justification 
of the tax collector. 

But as they were listening 
to the parable, they pro-
bably started to think the 
opposite: it was the tax 
collector’s humility and 
repentance that would be-
nefit the Pharisee! In any 
case, the important point 
here – the point that is 
totally missed today – is 
that these both men were 
seen as being connected, 
as being part of the same 
people, as therefore affec-
ting one another by their 
spiritual status. 

We need to learn to read 
the parables of Jesus 
through the eyes of the 1st 
century Jewish audience 

JESUS AND VOWS

”Do not swear at all…” 
(Matt. 5:34)

One of the sayings of Jesus 
that his followers are so-
metimes perplexed about, 
concerns oaths: Do not 
swear at all, either by hea-
ven, for it is the throne of 
God, or by the earth, for it 
is his footstool, or by Jeru-
salem, for it is the city of 
the great King. (Matt. 5:34-
35)

Jesus’ approach seems 
very radical—while oaths 
were permitted in the To-
rah, he seems to prohibit 
them completely. However, 
did Jesus really prohibit all 
vows? 
There are several NT texts 
that call into question this 
absolutist approach to Je-
sus’ words. 

First of all, in Matt. 26:63-
64, Jesus himself replies to 
the High Priest’s question 
“under oath”. Even more 
examples are connected 
to Paul. Not only does Paul 

invoke God’s name twice 
to assure the truth of his 
claims (Gal. 1:20; 2 Cor. 
1:23), but he actually ta-
kes vows, probably Nazirite 
vows as described in Num-
bers 6. 

A Nazirite had to abstain 
from alcohol and from cut-
ting his hair. At the end of 
the period of his vow, he 
shaved his hair and offe-
red a sacrifice. In Acts, Paul 
both respected Nazirite 
vows (Acts 21:23-24) and 
took vows himself (Acts 
18:18). 

Therefore, Jesus’ words 
should not be understood 
as a complete prohibition 
of vows. Rather, Jesus spe-
aks about the goal for his 
followers: to be so trust-
worthy in keeping their 
words that oaths prove un-
necessary. 
Jesus is not unique in 
addressing this issue: dif-
ferent Jewish texts of this 
period speak of oaths. 

For example, even though 
we don’t have a prohibition 
to swear from the Dead Sea 
texts themselves, Josephus 
writes that the Essenes 
avoid oaths and that what 
they say is stronger than an 
oath. 

If we read the words of Je-
sus against their historical 
background, we can see 
more clearly both the uni-
queness of the New Tes-
tament and parallels bet-
ween the NT and Second 
Temple literature. 

REGARD THEM NOT

… “Whoever comes to me 
and does not hate father 
and mother… cannot be my 
disciple”
 (Lk. 14:46)

While speaking about the 
cost of discipleship in Luke 
14, Jesus says seemingly 
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strange words about hating 
one’s father and mother, 
wife and children. For cen-
turies, these words of Jesus 
have been the subject of 
different interpretations; 
some have even gone so 
far as to see in them the an-
nulment of the fourth com-
mandment (“Honor your 
father and mother” - Exod. 
20:12; Deut. 5:16).

Indeed, how can we under-
stand these words? 
We won’t understand this 
saying of Jesus unless we 
see it as echoing Moses’ 
blessing of Levi in Deu-
teronomy 33:8-9, where 
Levi’s devotion to God’s 
word is emphasized. Simi-
lar to the requirement of 
Jesus, Levi is saying of his 
father and mother, “I re-
gard them not.” 

He ignored his kin, and 
did not acknowledge his 
children – because he ob-
served your word, and 
kept your covenant. If we 
compare Luke 14:26 with 

the blessing of Levi, we 
would see clearly that Je-
sus doesn’t cancel the 
fourth commandment and 
doesn’t contradict the To-
rah. 

As many rabbis of his time 
and after, Jesus knew the 
Torah sometimes pre-
sented conflicting claims 
that might be resolved only 
by subordination of one 
commandment to another. 

According to Moses’ bles-
sing, Levi signifies the 
people with the love for 
God’s word surpassing 
even their love for their fa-
mily; this is the kind of dis-
ciples that Jesus is looking 
for in Luke 14:26. 

If we put this and other 
“difficult” sayings of Jesus 
into a proper Jewish con-
text, we would have no 
difficulties understanding 
them.
 
IF YOU BELIEVED MOSES

”… The Lord your God will 
raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among your 
own people…” 
(Deut.18:15)

In John’s Gospel, Jesus says 
that all the Scriptures tes-
tify to him – and then he 
appeals to Moses: If you 
believed Moses, you would 
believe me, for he wrote 
about me. (John 5:46)

Moreover, Jesus continues 
to say that Moses would 
accuse the people. Accu-
se? The Jews in Jesus’ time 
saw in Moses the advocate 
and mediator, since Moses 
had served many times as 
Israel’s intercessor. 

The shock of Jesus’ words 
must have been great – 
what was their meaning? 

Jesus’ reference to Moses 
writing about him may al-
lude, not only to the Torah 
as whole, but also to this 
particular prophecy in Deu-
teronomy 18:15. 

The hope for such a prophet 
was very much alive in Je-
sus’ time—the Qumran 
sect cited this passage; the 
Samaritans awaited such a 
prophet. 
And certainly, in the New 
Testament, Jesus becomes 
this new prophet that Mo-
ses prophesied about. 

In Acts, this prophecy is 
cited by both Peter (Acts 
3:19-23) and by Stephen 
(Acts 7:37). 
It’s interesting that with all 
the differences between 
NT quotations and the ori-
ginal text of Deuteronomy, 
neither Peter nor Stephen 
omit the words: “from 
among your own peop-
le”. The emphasis here 
is clear: both Peter and 
Stephen, as they address 
their speeches to the Jews, 
emphasize that Jesus is a 
Jewish man, belonging to 
and raised up from among 
“his own people”! 
The whole context of these 
quotations makes it clear 
that from now on, God’s 

**********
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people are to listen to the 
new prophet, Jesus. This 
interpretation of Moses’ 
prophecy by Jesus follo-
wers was probably groun-
ded, to a certain extent, on 
the words of Jesus himself 
from John 5:46. 

Most of the New Testament 
can be understood proper-
ly only within the historical 
and cultural context of the 
time! 

THE ENIGMA OF THE GOS-
PELS: HIDDEN MESSIAH

”when the Messiah comes, 
no one will know where he 
comes from… ”
(John 7:27)

In John 7:27, people rea-
son that Jesus couldn’t 
be the Messiah because 
“we know where this man 
comes from; but when 
the Messiah comes, no 
one will know where he 
comes from”. Later, in the 
second century CE, in Jus-
tin Martyr’s Dialogue with 
Trypho, Trypho the Jew ar-
gued against Jesus: “The 
messiah, if he had been 
born and was anywhere, 
would be unknown.” (Jus-
tin Martyr, Dialogue with 

Trypho 8.4)  

Did the Jews believe in a 
Messiah who would come 
incognito? 
These beliefs, indeed, were 
current in Jewish circles of 
Jesus’ time. The idea of un-
recognized Messiah occurs 
many times in the intertes-
tamental Hebrew literatu-
re, especially in the book 
of Enoch, where we see 
the heavenly Son of Man 
being hidden in Heaven till 
appointed time comes, and 
also in different texts from 
Qumran. 

The Targums, the free Ara-
maic translation of the 
Scriptures used in synago-
gues, are especially interes-
ting in this relation. 

In spite of the late dates of 
the final redaction of Tar-
gums (the earliest Targums 
are dated by 2-3 century 
CE), they represent the in-
terpretative tradition of the 
period of the Second Temp-
le. Clearly, to translate also 
means to interpret, the-
refore it is very significant 
that when referring to the 
advent of the Messiah, Tar-
gums often speak of him as 
“being revealed” (although 

there is no word about hid-
den and revealed in the ori-
ginal Hebrew text).

Thus, this manner of re-
ferring to the coming of 
the Messiah as hidden and 
revealed may be taken as 
representative of first cen-
tury Judaism: The Mes-
siah has to be an ordinary 
human being, until a day 
when God reveals him. 

To a large extent, these ex-
pectations affected Jewish 
acceptance – or rejection 
– of Jesus. We have to be 
aware of these expecta-
tions, in order to under-
stand this dynamic. 

WHAT WAS SO TEMPTING?

”Then he … set Him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, and 
said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, throw Yourself 
down from here.” 
(Lk. 4:9)

Have you ever wondered 
what this strange temptati-
on was all about? The other 
two temptations are comp-
letely reasonable, since 
they speak of bread and po-
wer; here, however, Satan 
does not even say exactly 

what he tempts Jesus with, 
so what was at the core of 
this temptation? 

In order to understand it, 
let us have a look at some 
rabbinic writings: “Our 
Masters taught: When the 
King Messiah appears, he 
will come stand on the 
roof of the Temple and will 
make a proclamation to Is-
rael saying: Meek ones, the 
day of your  redemption is 
come.” This passage is ta-
ken from the collection of 
midrashim Pesikta Rabbati 
(Piska 36), and it definitely 
sheds additional light on 
Jesus’ temptation. 

Pesikta Rabbati is a Pales-
tinian work – the source 
material all comes from the 
Land of Israel – and even 
though the tractate itself 
was composed much later, 
a large part of the ideas 
and expectations reflected 
there, according to scholar-
ly opinion, belongs to Se-
cond Temple Judaism. 

By comparing these frag-
ments, one inevitably con-
cludes that the temptation 
for Jesus was essentially 
a temptation to proclaim 
himself as King Messiah—

The Succoth table is set. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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to reveal himself as Mes-
siah before his appointed 
time came. This also means 
that we find the idea of 
Hidden Messiah beneath 
Jesus’ temptation as well. 

WHY DID THE DISCIPLES 
GO SHOPPING?

”For His disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy 
food”
(John 4:8)

We find another obvious 
trace of the “Hidden Mes-
siah” concept in the chap-
ter 4 of the Gospel of John. 
Before the famous scene 
with Samaritan woman, we 
are told that Jesus’ discip-
les had gone away into the 
city to buy food. Have you 
ever wondered exactly why 
we need to know that? 

It seems so unimportant – it 
must have happened many 
times before this scene and 
would happen many times 
after, so why, in this parti-
cular case, is the Scripture 
very specific in pointing out 
this detail? 

We already know that Je-
sus didn’t refer to Himself 
as the “Messiah” during 
His entire earthly ministry. 
Moreover, He forbade ot-
hers to speak of His Mes-
siahship. For example, 
when Jesus asked Peter, 
‘But who do you say that I 
am?’ Peter answered and 
said, ‘The Christ [Messiah] 
of God.’ And He strictly 
warned and commanded 
them to tell this to no one. 
(Lk. 9:20-21) 

The only time Jesus clearly 
reveals His Messianic iden-
tity is in this scene with the 
Samaritan woman!
 
We have just learned that 
the very fact that Jesus ne-
ver directly revealed who 
he was, more than anyt-
hing else, actually proves 
his messiahship. 
In the first century AD, this 
was precisely what was 
expected of the Messiah. 
There was a strong Jewish 
tradition that the Messiah 
would first be unrecogni-
zed, and only later would 
he be revealed to those 
who had not recognized 

him the first time. 

Now we can understand 
why Scripture tells us that 
his disciples went away 
to the city. The only time 
when Jesus reveals His 
messiahship, He speaks, 
not to a Jewish person, but 
to a Samaritan woman – 
and it’s important that a 
reader knows that there 
was not a single Jewish per-
son in sight! 

As we saw, it bears witness 
to the early Jewish traditi-
on of the hidden Messiah. 

MESSIANIC EXPECTATIONS 
OF ISRAEL

”Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Is-
rael?”
(Acts 1:6 84)

You may recall that this was 
the very last question the 
disciples asked Jesus here 
on the earth. Please note 
that they asked this, not 
only after three years of 
uninterrupted fellowship 
with Him, but after His dea-
th on the cross and resur-

rection, after the forty days 
He had appeared to them, 
teaching and explaining the 
mysteries of God’s plan to 
them. 

Why then are they still as-
king about the restoration 
of the Kingdom of Israel? 
Theirs was a typical questi-
on; the Messiah that Israel 
was waiting for had to bring 
redemption and salvation 
to Israel. 
If, after all His explana-
tions and messages, the 
disciples He had chosen 
and instructed continued 
to expect this from Him, 
then what does this say 
about multitudes of Isra-
elites who, listening to His 
messages and seeing His 
miracles, were absolutely 
convinced that sooner or 
later He would be sure to 
begin saving and restoring 
the kingdom to Israel? 

Faith in a kingly Messiah, 
a descendant of King Da-
vid who would restore the 
kingdom to Israel, was an 
inseparable component 
of faith in God, based on 
the Biblical promise: I will 

The light begins to break through the dark winter of Lapland. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. (2 Sam. 
7:12-14)

No believing person in Is-
rael could imagine that 
God would send His salva-
tion and would not save His 
people. 

However, Jesus wasn’t sent 
to restore the kingdom of 
Israel, He didn’t come as 
kingly Messiah, Mashiach 
ben-David – and the discip-
les’ last question helps us 
understand how great the 
difference was between 
the redemption Israel was 
looking for, and that which 
Jesus brought: the Mes-
sianic promises that Israel 
associated with the coming 
of the Messiah, in fact re-
mained unfulfilled during 
His first coming! 

WHO IS THIS SON OF 
MAN?

”And He strictly warned 
and commanded them to 
tell this to no one, saying, 
“The Son of Man must suf-
fer many things…” 
(Lk.9:21-22)

We have already learned 
that Jesus continuously 
discouraged use of the tit-
le ’Messiah’ throughout 
the length of his ministry. 
Instead, He repeatedly 
used the expression ’Son 
of Man’ with reference to 
himself. 

Would it not be logical to 
suppose that He preferred 
to express His mission in 
terms of ’Son of Man’, rat-
her than ’Messiah of Isra-
el’? Why? 
Although the majority of 
Christians today believe 
that the title Son of Man 
reflects the human nature 
of Jesus, in fact the oppo-
site is true: In the intertes-
tamental period, the mys-
terious ’’one like the son 
of man” from the book of 
Daniel (7:13), who comes 

‘with the clouds of hea-
ven,’ clearly emphasized 
the heavenly, eternal and 
universal character of the 
Savior. 

In the first century CE, the-
se two ideas represented 
two separate strands of 
’messianic’ hope: a this-
worldly, national and po-
litical Savior versus a tran-
scendental, eternal and 
universal Savior. 

These two sets of ideas 
were designated by diffe-
rent names – ‘Messiah’ and 
’Son of Man’– and articu-
lated the worldview and 
expectations of different 
groups of Jews in the first 
century CE. 
In some writings of this 
period the concepts of 
Son of Man and Messiah 
are clearly distinguished; 
in others they are brought 
together; yet nowhere are 
they completely fused. 

Therefore, if we really want 
to understand the ministry 
and the mission of Jesus 
in its totality, we need to 
comprehend the meaning 
of these terms in first cen-
tury CE understanding. 

HIGH PRIEST FOREVER

”…in the likeness of Melchi-
zedek, there arises another 
priest …”
(Heb.7:15)

In Genesis 14, Melchize-
dek (meaning “my king 
righteousness”) is referred 
to as both “King of Salem” 
and “Priest of the Most 
High God”. 

Therefore, New Testament 
writers see in Melchizedek 
a type of Christ, who is also 
both king and priest: “And 
it is yet far more evident if, 
in the likeness of Melchize-
dek, there arises another 
priest … according to the 
order of Melchizedek.” 

Why? What is the connec-
tion between Melchizedek 
of the Hebrew Bible and 
Melchizedek of the New 
Testament? 

In Genesis 14, Melchizedek 
meets Abraham after he 
came back from his victory 
over Chedorlaomer. 

Melchizedek brings out 
bread and wine to Abra-
ham, blesses him and prai-
ses El Elyon, the creator of 
heaven and earth, who is 
responsible for the victo-
ry of Abraham. In Genesis 
14, Melchizedek is referred 
to as both “king of Salem” 
and “priest of the Most 
High God”. 

Psalm 110 seals the impor-
tance of his priesthood by 
the solemn oath: You are 
the priest forever accor-
ding to the order of Mel-
chizedek. (Ps. 110:4)

Who was Melchizedek? 
Was he a purely mythical 
figure, or was he a histori-
cal person from patriarchal 
times, to whom mythical 
features were later attri-
buted? 

The main quality of Mel-
chizedek in the Epistle to 
Hebrews is his anonymo-
us character: nobody had 
known him before he re-
vealed himself to Abraham. 

It is precisely because of 
this anonymous, without 
genealogy or descent cha-
racter, that in certain Je-
wish circles of the Second 
Temple period, the biblical 
story of Melchizedek ex-
panded into a sort of myt-
hical biography: Melchize-
dek became a pre-existent 
and immortal being; he 
was even thought of as 
having been begotten in 
his mother’s womb by the 
Word of God: for instance, 
one of the oldest and most 
astonishing documents 
discovered at Qumran – 

11QMelchizedek – belongs 
to the genre of eschatolo-
gical midrashim typical of 
Qumran and depicts Mel-
chizedek as an eschatologi-
cal savior – even messiah. 

“There were those who ex-
pected him to be the judge 
of the Latter Days, when 
he, together with the ce-
lestial powers, will indicate 
the judgments of God so 
that the righteous would 
become his lot and his he-
ritage.” 
(David Flusser, Judaism and 
the origins of Christianity, 
Jerusalem, 1988, p.192)

However it is clear that, in 
this text, he is not an earth-
ly messiah. The most stri-
king feature of 11QMelch 
is that Melchizedek is de-
picted as an exalted, hea-
venly figure. 

Several biblical passages, 
the original subject of 
which is God, are related 
here to Melchizedek: for 
example, while in Isaiah 
61:2 the biblical prophet 
speaks about the “year of 
the grace of YHWH”, the 
Qumran text uses the name 
of Melchizedek: the year of 
favour for Melchizedek… – 
and in this sense, the paral-
lels between Melchizedek 
of the New Testament, and 
that of Qumran are really 
quite striking. 

THE DEATH OF 
THE HIGH PRIEST 

”But Christ came as High 
Priest of the good things 
to come…with His own 
blood He entered the Most 
Holy Place once for all.” 
(Heb.9:11)

The motif of the High Priest 
dying the atoning death, 
and of a sinner whose sin 
is covered by this death, is 
prominent in the NT.

Hebrews explains that Je-
sus was both the perfect 
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sacrifice and also heavenly 
High Priest who died once 
for all and redeemed sin-
ners with his own death. 

At first glance, it seems 
that we don’t find anything 
about the redemptive dea-
th of the High Priest in the 
Hebrew Bible. Is that really 
so? 

In Numbers 35, we read 
about the cities of refu-
ge providing protection 
for whoever ”kills a per-
son without intent”. In the 
description of the cities of 
refugee, we find an interes-
ting detail: an unintentio-
nal murderer must remain 
in the city of refuge till the 
death of the high priest. 

When the high priest dies, 
he may return to his home, 
without fear of blood re-
venge. Why? How is the 
death of the high priest re-
levant in this situation? 

The answer given centuries 
later in the Talmudic dis-
cussion might surprise the 
New Testament readers. 
The Jewish interpreters ex-
plain that homicide is a sin 
which must be atoned. A 
murder cannot be compen-
sated by a ransom; (Num. 
35:31) the blood must be 
redeemed by the death of 
another person. 

According to this interpre-
tation, only the death of 
the high priest may be a 
proper atonement. 

Once the high priest dies, 
the blood is redeemed 
and the slayer is free. This 
seemingly unexpected link 
between the time of asy-
lum and the death of the 
high priest is the statement 
saying that only death 
could atone the blood. 

Thus, for the first time in 
the Bible, the death of the 
high priest becomes an ato-
ning event. The New Testa-
ment authors picked up on 
this motif from the Hebrew 
Bible and elaborated on it.

…CLOSURE:

FIRST CHURCH … 
IN SYNAGOGUE 

”they proclaimed the word 
of God in the synagogues…”
(Acts 13:5)

Today, a church and a sy-
nagogue are perceived as 
two completely opposite 
entities—the symbols of 
two completely opposi-
te worlds. Do you know, 
however, that the ”first 
church”—the community 
of the early followers of 
Jesus—was completely Je-
wish? 

Despite all the profound 
difference that faith in Je-
sus would make, outwardly 
the gathering and the fel-
lowship of the early church 
was no different from a sy-
nagogue. 

The synagogue was the 
place where Jews and God-
fearing Gentiles would gat-
her together to read the 
Torah: they proclaimed the 
word of God in the synago-
gues. 

From the book of Acts we 
know that it was a regu-
lar custom of Apostle Paul 
to attend synagogue eve-
ry Shabbat. In every new 
town where Paul arrived 
(in predominately Gentile 
regions), he went to a syna-
gogue. 

In synagogues, he met with 
Jews and Gentiles alike 
who were interested in the 
Word of God: “…there was 
a synagogue of the Jews. 
And Paul went in, as was 
his custom, and on three 
Sabbath days he reasoned 
with them from the Scrip-
tures. (Acts 17:1-3)

This situation lasted for 
some time. For at least a 
century after Jesus’ death, 
there were people who be-
lieved that He was the Mes-
siah, but who also attended 

synagogue, kept Shabbat, 
ate kosher and circumcised 
their sons kosher. 
Birkat ha-Minim, (”bene-
diction concerning here-
tics”), a Jewish curse on he-
retics, was composed after 
the Bar Kochba revolt and 
was aimed specifically at 
those who followed Jesus 
but were still attending sy-
nagogue. 

The later Christian coun-
cils, especially the famous 
Council of Nicaea and its 
successor, the Council of 
Constantinople, drove a 
final separation line bet-
ween traditional Jewish be-
liefs and practices, and the 
new religion of Christianity. 
Before that, however, and 
unlike now, many peop-
le didn’t see any problem 
in being both a Jew and a 
Christian. 

(text is published with the 
permission of the author.)
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julia+blum+%2Caps%2C21
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To Know

the Son of God

*******

Written by:
Keijo Lindeman

TO KNOW THE SON OF 
GOD – PART I

”These are the words of 
Agur son of Jakeh—the 
burden that this man dec-
lared to Ithiel: I am weary, 
O God, and worn out. Su-
rely I am the most igno-
rant of men, and I lack the 
understanding of a man.  I 
have not learned wisdom, 
and I have no knowled-
ge of the Holy One. Who 
has ascended to heaven 
and come down? Who has 
gathered the wind in His 
hands? Who has bound 
up the waters in His cloak? 
Who has established all the 
ends of the earth? What is 
His name, and what is the 

name of His Son— surely 
you know!”(Proverbs 30:1-
4)

” More than that, I count 
all things as loss compared 
to the surpassing excellen-
ce of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord, for whom I have 
lost all things. I consider 
them rubbish, that I may 
gain Christ  and be found 
in Him, not having my own 
righteousness from the law, 
but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righ-
teousness from God on the 
basis of faith. 
 I want to know Christ and 
the power of His resurrecti-
on and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being confor-
med to Him in His death” 
(Philippians 3:8-10).

 ”When Jesus had spoken 
these things, He lifted up 
His eyes to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come. 
Glorify Your Son, that Your 
Son may glorify You. For 
You granted Him au thori-
ty over all people, so that 
He may give eternal life to 
all those You have given 
Him.  Now this is eternal 
life, that they may know 
You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom You 
have sent” ”(John 17:1-3).

Introduction

Paavo Ruotsalainen, a Fin-
nish man of God, went to 
see the blacksmith Hoeg-
man to find out what was 
wrong with his religious 
life. 
The blacksmith said to him: 

”You lack the inner know-
ledge of Christ, and with 
that everything else as 
well.”

This is the most important 
thing in our religious life. If 
we lack the inner knowled-
ge of Christ, we indeed lack 
everything. 

But if we do know Yeshua 
the Messiah personally, 
we have in Him all that we 
need to live a life that plea-
ses God.

How do we learn to know 
Christ personally? By ac-
cepting Him as our Saviour, 
our Lord, and our King. 
Through studying the Word 
of God, the Bible, our kno-
wledge of Him will grow, as 
will our faith.
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In this series of articles we 
will study the nature and 
the significance of the Son 
of God from various as-
pects in the light of God´s 
word. 

We will discuss Him e.g. 
as the Son of God, the Son 
of Man, the Son of David, 
the Messiah, the Anointed 
One, the Saviour, Imma-
nuel, the Angel of God (of 
God´s face) etc. 
Due to the extent of the 
subject we can only study 
certain characteristics of 
the Son of God.

In these articles we will also 
discuss prophetical and ot-
her material whenever the 
topic calls for it. The Bible 
says that ”we know in part 
and we prophesy in part”. 
All honest interpreters of 
Scripture must bring forth 
prophetical things from the 
Scripture, relying on the in-
complete knowledge and 
understanding that God 
has given them.

I hope that this modest se-
ries of articles, in all its de-
ficiency, will make us know 
more intimately Yeshua 
our Messiah and strengt-
hen our faith. May these 
articles also give us more 
passion to study the sub-
ject personally in the light 
of God´s Word.

YESHUA  -  THE SON OF 
GOD

How the Son of God was 
born before the creation of 
the world

”The LORD brought me 
forth (Hebrew OT: kana, 
bought, owned) me as the 
first of His works, befo-

re His deeds of old.  I was 
appointed from eternity,  
from the beginning, befo-
re the world began.  When 
there were no oceans, I 
was given birth (Hebrew 
OT: ckolalti,was given birth, 
came forth) when there 
were no springs aboun-
ding with water; before the 
mountains were settled 
in place, before the hills, I 
was given birth (Hebrew 
OT: ckolalti),  before He 
made the earth or its fields, 
or any of the dust of the 
world” (Proverbs 8:22-26, 
NIV). 

”I was there when He estab-
lished the heavens,when 
He inscribed a circle on 
the face of the deep, when 
He established the clouds 
above, when the fountains 
of the deep gushed forth, 
when He set a boundary 
for the sea, so that the wa-
ters would not surpass His 

command,when He mar-
ked out the foundations 
of the earth.  Then I was a 
skilled craftsman (Hebrew 
OT: amon, intimate, tru-
sted) at His side,and His 
delight day by day,rejoicing 
always in His presence.  I 
was rejoicing in His whole 
world, delighting together 
in the sons of men” (Pro-
verbs 8:27-31)
 
Proverbs chapter 8 descri-
bes the characteristics of 
Wisdom and the birth, or 
pre-existence, or coming 
forth of Wisdom before 
there was time, before the 
creation of the world. 

This personal Wisdom is 
the Son of God, Yeshua the 
Messiah, in whom are hid-
den all treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge (Col 2:2,3). 
He is the power of God and 
the wisdom of God (1 Cor 
1:24). 

Many theologians and 
Bible teachers share the 
understanding that the Son 
of God has always been 
just like God the Father 
has always been, or that 
He has always been in God 
the Father. Proverbs chap-
ter 8 uses the Hebrew verb 
ckolel, which means ´to be 
born, to come forth´. 

David, in Psalm 51 verse 7, 
speaks about his birth and 
uses the same verb ckolel. 

Based on this, we can pre-
sume and understand that 
this personal Wisdom, the 
Son of God, Yeshua the 
Messiah, was born of God 
the Father before the be-
ginning of time, before the 
creation of the world. 

He is the firstborn over 
all creation (Col 1:14,15). 
When we speak of God, 
we need to remember, 
however, that earthly and 
limited men cannot fully 
understand the eternal and 
limitless God.

When God created the 
world, His Son was there 
beside Him as a trusted 
workmate (or architect 
of the universe, as some 
people say). 

In his letter to the Colossi-
ans, the apostle Paul wri-
tes that by the Son of God, 
by Yeshua the Messiah, all 
things were created, invi-
sible powers and visible, 
and in Him all things hold 
together (Col 1:14-18; John 
1:1-3).  

When God created men on 
the earth, they were alrea-
dy the delight of the Son of 
God. We have been created 
in His image and likeness.
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Based on the incorrect 
translation of Proverbs 8 
in the Finnish Bible version 
from 1933, some heretics 
claim that Yeshua is a cre-
ated being.  

The Hebrew verb kana, 
however, has not the mea-
ning of ´to create´ but  that 
of buying or possessing so-
mething. 

The Son of God was born of 
God the Father, as Psalm 2 
also states. He was owned 
by God before the begin-
ning of time.

”Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in 
vain?  The kings of the 
earth take their stand and 
the rulers gather toget-
her, against the LORD and 
against His Anointed One:  
“Let us break Their chains 
and cast away Their cords.
The One enthroned in hea-
ven laughs; the Lord taunts 
them.  Then He rebukes 
them in His anger, and ter-
rifies them in His fury:  “I 
have installed My King on 
Zion, upon My holy moun-
tain.
I will proclaim the dec-
ree spoken to Me by the 
LORD: “You are My Son; 
today I have become Your 
Father.  Ask Me, and I will 
make the nations Your in-
heritance, the ends of the 
earth Your possession.  
You will break them  with 
an iron scepter; You will 
shatter them like potte-
ry. ”  Therefore be wise, O 
kings; be admonished, O 
judges of the earth.  Ser-
ve the LORD with fear, 
and rejoice with tremb-
ling.  Kiss the Son, lest He 
be angryand you perish in 
your rebellion, when His 
wrath ignites in an instant. 

Blessed are all who take re-
fuge in Him” (Psalm 2). 

”For to which of the angels 
did God ever say: ”You are 
My Son; today I have be-
come Your Father” ? Or 
again: “I will be His Father, 
and He will be My Son” ? 
And again, when God 
brings His firstborn into 
the world, He says: “Let all 
God’s angels worship Him.  
Now about the angels He 
says:“He makes His angels 
winds, His servants flames 
of fire.”  But about the Son 
He says: “Your throne, O 
God (Hebrew OT: Elohim), 
endures forever and ever, 
and justice is the scepter 
of Your kingdom” (Hebrews 
1:5-8).

Psalm 2, as well as Hebrews 
1, prove that the Son of 
God was born (came forth) 
of the Father God before 
there was time.
 
When God the Father again 
brought forth His firstborn 
into this world as a hu-
man being, born of Miriam 
(Mary), all angels were or-
dered to worship the Son.

The Book of Hebrews says 
clearly that the Son of God 
is also called God (Elohim), 
and Isaiah gives a convin-
cing testimony of the deity 
of the Son of God, born of 
Miriam as a human being 
(Isa 9:5-6). 

Certain false teachings 
claim that Yeshua (Jesus) 
is a created angelic being 
or the angel Michael, who 
was born to the world 
through Mary´s womb. This 
is pure heresy and decepti-
on. Yeshua, the Son of God, 
was not created; 

He is the divine Son of God 
born of God the Father, 
whom all God´s angels, 
Michael included, worship.

Psalm 2 also speaks 
prophetically of the end 
time, when the nations are 
raging. The sea of nations, 
and especially the area 
around the Great Sea, the 
Mediterranean Sea, are 
churning (Dan 7:1-5). 

The nations and the Me-
diterranean area will rage 
against the God and the 
Messiah of Israel as well as 
against the nation of Israel. 

The nations do not want to 
be governed  by the God of 
Israel; and they rise in re-
bellion against God and His 
Son, and against Israel.

The Finnish Bible says, ”Let 
us break their chains”. Ac-
cording to the Hebrew 
Bible the nations want to 
break the moral and ethi-
cal instructions of the Lord 
and of His Anointed One, 
the Son of God, which have 
been written in the Word of 
God. 

The wrath of the Son of God 
will come upon the nations 
(pagans), as we can read in 
the Book of Revelation. 

 ”And when I saw the Lamb 
open the sixth seal, there 
was a great earthquake, 
and the sun became black 
like sackcloth of goat 
hair, and the whole moon 
turned blood red,  and the 
stars of the sky fell to the 
earth like unripe figs drop-
ping from a tree shaken by 
a great wind. 
The sky receded like a scroll 
being rolled up, and every 
mountain and island was 

moved from its place. 
Then the kings of the earth, 
the nobles, the comman-
ders, the rich, the mighty, 
and every slave and free 
man hid in the caves and 
among the rocks of the 
mountains. And they said 
to the mountains and the 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide 
us  from the face of the 
One seated on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the 
Lamb.  For the great day of 
Their wrath has come, and 
who is able to withstand 
it?”
(Revelation 6:12-17).

With an iron spectre the 
Son of God will crush the 
pagans who rebel against 
the moral and ethical law 
given by God; and He will 
establish a thousand-year 
kingdom of peace, reigning 
from Zion, i.e. Jerusalem, 
over the whole world with 
His resurrected saints” (Isa 
2:1-4; Rev 20).

What did God and the Son 
of God do before the crea-
tion of the world?

”May his name endure for 
ever; may it continue as 
long as the sun. All nations 
will be blessed through 
him, and they will call him 
blessed” (Psalm 72:17).

In the Hebrew Old Tes-
tament this Psalm starts 
as follows, ”Jehih shmo 
le´olam lifnei shemesh Jin-
non”, ”Let His name be Jin-
non before the sun”.

The eternal Father God 
and the Son of God existed 
before the world was crea-
ted. The name of the Son 
of God was then ”Jinnon”, 
before there was sun. 
(When the Son of God was 
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born in flesh on the earth 
to redeem the humanity 
on the cross, He was given 
the name Yeshua, Saviour; 
Matt 1:21.) 

Were Father and Son idle, 
or were they doing somet-
hing? Indeed, they were 
not inactive.
* God the Father had 
a loving relationship with 
the Son of God already 
before the creation of the 
world (John 17:22-24).
* The Son of God, 
Jinnon, was in His glory 
with the Father before the 
world began (John 17:5).
* The Father chose 
His Son to be the redee-
mer of the world and the 
Mediator of salvation be-
fore the world began (1 Pet 
1:17-20).
* Before the world 
began, God, by His forek-
nowledge, chose and pre-
destined to be children 
of God and conformed to 
the likeness of His Son all 
those who would of their 
free will receive salvation 
(Rom 8:29,30; Eph 1:3-5; 1 
Pet 1:1,2; Matt 16:24. God 
does not violate man´s own 

will; man is free to choose 
if he believes in God and 
Yeshua, or not).
* To the saved God 
gave His grace in Yeshua al-
ready before the beginning 
of time (2 Tim 1:9).
* Before the begin-
ning of time God promised 
eternal life to His own, to 
those who believed in His 
Son Yeshua (Titus 1:2; John 
3:16-18).
* Through His hid-
den Wisdom, Yeshua the 
Messiah, God predestined 
the saved to glory before 
time began (1 Cor 2:7,8; 
1:24,30).
*  The names of the 
saved are written in the 
book of life of the Lamb 
who was slain from the 
creation of the world (Rev 
13:8).
* God has prepared 
a kingdom for His own from 
the creation of the world 
(Matt 25:34).

The Bible reveals us that 
the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit of God made plans 
and laid foundation to 
many things, mostly things 
that relate to our salvation 

and redemption, already 
before the creation of the 
world.

The Son of God was born 
as a human being to re-
deem the world

”But when the time had 
fully come, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, 
born under law, to redeem 
those under law, that we 
might receive the full rights 
of sons” (Galatians 4:4,5).

 Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ 
Jesus: Who, existing in the 
form of God, did not con-
sider equality with God so-
mething to be grasped, but 
emptied Himself, taking 
the form of a servant, 
being made in human like-
ness.  And being found in 
appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and be-
came obedient to death—
even death on a cross.  
Therefore God exalted Him 
to the highest place and 
gave Him the name abo-
ve all names,  that at the 
name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and 

on earth and under the 
earth,  and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father” (Philippians 
2:5-11).

God has set times and da-
tes by His own authority 
(Acts 1:7); and everyhing in 
this world happens accor-
ding to His plan and agenda 
(Dan 7:12). 

When the time God had set 
had fully come, He sent His 
Son to the world to redeem 
mankind from their sins, 
so that whoever receives 
Yeshua as his or her Lord in 
faith, is forgiven and inhe-
rits eternal life
(John 3:16-18).

For this reason the Son of 
God emptied Himself and 
took the nature of a ser-
vant, of man, in order to 
be able to redeem the sins 
of Adam´s descendants 
through His death on the 
cross as a man without sin. 
He was born into this world 
as a man, as a descendant 
of Adam, of the virgin Mi-
riam (Luke 1:26-35). 

The silence of the wilderness at Saanatunturi, Lapland. Photo: Jasmina Nurmesniemi
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His sacrifice made it pos-
sible for people of the old 
covenant, who had lived 
under the law (Torah), to 
become children of God, 
when they received in faith 
the Son of God as their Sa-
viour and King (Heb 9:15-
17). Although the Son of 
God emptied Himself of His 
divine glory and took the 
nature of a servant and a 
man, thus becoming tem-
porarily lower than the an-
gels, He never ceased to be 
the Son of God, however 
(Heb 2:5-9). 

One day everybody has to 
bow down in His name and 
confess to God the Father´s 
glory that Yeshua the Mes-
siah is Lord.

Although He was a man He 
was recognized as the Son 
of God

When Jesus arrived on the 
other side in the region of 
the Gadarenes,  He was 
met by two demon-pos-

sessed men coming from 
the tombs. They were so 
violent that no one could 
pass that way.  
When Jesus came to the 
region of Caesarea Philippi, 
He questioned His discip-
les: “Who do people say 
the Son of Man is?”  They 
replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.”  “But 
what about you?” Jesus 
asked. “Who do you say I 
am?”  Simon Peter answe-
red, “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”  Je-
sus replied, “Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah!  
For this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but 
by My Father in heaven.
And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I 
will build My church, and 
the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it.  I will give 
you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven. Whatever 
you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and wha-
tever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.” 
Then He admonished the 
disciples not to tell anyo-
ne that He was the Christ” 
(Matthew 16:13-20).

 “What do You want with 
us, Son of God?” they 
shouted. “Have You come 
here to torture us befo-
re the appointed time?” 
(Matthew 8:29, NIV)

”The woman said, ´I know 
that  Messiah (called Christ) 
is coming. When he comes, 
he will explain everything 
to us.´ Then Jesus decla-
red, ´I who speak to you am 
he´” (John 4:25,26, NIV).

Though Yeshua came as 
a man, He was neverthe-
less recognized as the Son 
of God. When He was in 
Caesarea Philippi with His 
disciples, He asked them, 
”Who do you say I am?” Pe-
ter said, ”You are the Christ 
(the Messiah), the Son of 
the living God.” 

When Yeshua was hanging 

on the cross atoning the sin 
of the world, the centurion 
and the guards recogni-
zed Him as the Son of God 
(Matt 27:54). The demons 
recognized Him as the Son 
of God (Matt 8:28,29). 

The demons asked the Son 
of God, ”Have you come 
here to torture us before 
the appointed time?” This 
reveals us the fact that God 
has set the exact time also 
for the devil and his crowd 
to be thrown into their ul-
timate destiny, the lake 
of burning sulphur (Matt 
25:41; Rev 20:10). 

Yeshua Himself confessed 
openly to the Samaritan 
woman at Jakob´s well in 
Sychar that He is the Mes-
siah, the Son of God. 
When He was arrested and 
questioned before the high 
priest, the elders, the San-
hedrin, and the teachers of 
law, He confessed that He 
was the Messiah, the Son 
of God, the King of Israel 
(Matt 26:62-65; 27:41-43). 

A moment in worship in Saanatunturi’s wilderness. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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His interrogators did not 
believe Him but accused 
Him for blasphemy and 
sentenced Him to death. 
Roman soldiers nailed Him 
to die on the cross. 
 He died for our sins and re-
deemed us so that through 
faith in Him we would inhe-
rit eternal life and be with 
God eternally.

He confessed to the high 
priest that He was the Son 
of God

 So the high priest stood up 
and asked Him, “Have You 
no answer? What are the-
se men testifying against 
You?” But Jesus remained 
silent. Then the high priest 
said to Him, “I charge You 
under oath by the living 
God: Tell us if You are the 
Christ, the Son of God.” 
“You have said it yourself,” 
Jesus answered.

“But I say to all of you, from 
now on you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of Power and 
coming on the clouds of 
heaven.”  At this, the high 
priest tore his clothes and 
declared, “He has blasphe-
med! 
Why do we need any more 
witnesses? Look, now you 
have heard the blasphemy” 
(Matthew 26:62-65).

He trusts in God. Let God 
deliver Him now if He 
wants Him. For He said, I 
am the Son of God’”
(Matthew 27:43).

When Yeshua was being 
questioned by the high 
priest, He was asked if He 
was the Son of God (Luke 
22:65-71). 

He did not deny but confes-
sed that He was the Son of 
God, adding that He would 

come back on earth on the 
clouds of heaven, in accor-
dance with Daniel´s vision 
(Dan 7:13,14). 

Religious leaders accused 
Him for blasphemy and 
sentenced Him to be cruci-
fied. 

Yeshua allowed this to hap-
pen, because He had been 
born to the world as a hu-
man being in order to re-
deem the sin of the world 
as the innocent sacrificial 
Lamb of God (John 1:29; 
Isa 53). 

He made it possible for 
us, fallen descendants of 
Adam, to have our iniqui-
ties forgiven and to inhe-
rit eternal life by grace, 
through faith in Yeshua 
(Eph 2:8-10). 

After having redeemed 
the sin of the world on 

the cross, He rose from 
the dead and ascended to 
heaven back to His divine 
glory (Luke 24:25-27; John 
17:4,5). 

He will come back in His 
glory to gather to Himself 
in resurrection His own, 
those who believe in Him 
(2 Thes 1:6-10). 

All who believe in Him will 
have a new glorified resur-
rection body in the likeness 
of the one the Son of God 
had after He had risen from 
the dead (Phil 3:20,21). 

We will be in this gathering 
of resurrected saints, when 
we accept Yeshua the Mes-
siah as our Saviour and 
King and follow Him accro-
ding to the instructions of 
God´s word.

https://israel-apu.fi/

The silence of the wilderness at Saanatunturi, Lapland. Photo: Jasmina Nurmesniemi
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”We know in part, and we 
prophesy in part”
(1 Cor 13:9).

As Jesus left the temple 
and was walking away, His 
disciples came up to Him to 
point out its buildings. “Do 
you see all these things?” 
He replied. “Truly I tell 
you, not one stone here 
will be left on another; 
every one will be thrown 
down.”  While Jesus was 
sitting on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples came 
to Him privately. “Tell us,” 
they said, “when will these 
things happen, and what 
will be the sign of Your co-
ming and of the end of the 
age (Greek NT ”aion”)?”  
Jesus answered, “See to 
it that no one deceives 
you.  For many will come 
in My name, claiming, ‘I am 
the Christ,’ and will decei-
ve many.  You will hear of 

wars and rumors of wars, 
but see to it that you are 
not alarmed. These things 
must happen, but the end 
is still to come.  Nation 
will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against king-
dom. There will be fami-
nes and earthquakes in 
various places.  All these 
are the beginning of birth 
pains.  Then they will de-
liver you over to be perse-
cuted and killed, and you 
will be hated by all nations 
because of My name.  
At that time many will fall 
away and will betray and 
hate one another,  and 
many false prophets will 
arise and mislead many.  
Because of the multiplicati-
on of wickedness, the love 
of most will grow cold.  
But the one who perseve-
res to the end will be sa-
ved.  And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached 
in all the world as a testi-
mony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.  

Pray that your flight will 
not occur in the winter or 
on the Sabbath.  For at that 
time there will be great tri-
bulation, unmatched from 
the beginning of the world 
until now, and never to be 
seen again.  
If those days had not been 
cut short, nobody would be 
saved. But for the sake of 
the elect, those days will be 
cut short. Immediately af-
ter the tribulation of those 
days:
‘The sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give 
its light; the stars will fall 
from the sky, and the po-
wers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 
At that time the sign of the 
Son of Man will appear in 
heaven,  and all the tribes 
of the earth will mourn. 
They will see the Son of 
Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven, with power and 
great glory.  
And He will send out His 
angels with a loud trum-

pet call, and they will gat-
her His elect from the four 
winds, from one end of the 
heavens to the other! 
(Matthew 24:1-14;20-
22;29-31)

”When you hear of wars 
and revolutions, do not be 
frightened. These things 
must happen first, but the 
end will not come right 
away. Then he told them: 
´Nation will rise against na-
tion, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 
There will be great earth-
quakes, famines and pes-
tilences in various places, 
and fearful events and gre-
at signs from heaven” 
(Luke 21:9-11).

Two thousand years ago 
the disciples were asking 
their Master about the 
signs of His coming and the 
end of the age. Yeshua ans-
wered them by giving them 
a prophetic sermon on the 
signs of His coming, which 

Scenery from Saanatunturi, Lapland. Photo: Markus Nurmesniemi
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are recorded in Matthew 
chapters 24 and 25, Mark 
chapter 13, and Luke chap-
ter 21, as well as in several 
other places in the New 
Testament and the Old Tes-
tament. 

Among these signs of the 
Messiah´s coming we find 
deception, news of wars, 
nation rising against nati-
on, and eventually king-
dom rising against kingdom 
in a global war; plagues or 
infectious deseases, fami-
ne, earthquakes, storms, 
rainstorms and devastating 
flooding, and many other 
natural disasters; anxiety 
and persecution of belie-
vers, and growing anti-
semitism around the world. 

We can see these plagues 
and things happening all 
the time in the world. It is 
not possible to discuss all 
of these issues in this short 
article; instead we will fo-
cus in a few current signs 
that concern the whole 
world, and the Middle East, 
Israel, and the believers in 
particular.

Exceptional heat waves 
in the world

Behold, the LORD lays was-
te the earth and leaves it in 
ruins. He will twist its sur-
face and scatter its inhabi-
tants— people and priest 
alike, servant and master, 
maid and mistress, buyer 
and seller, lender and bor-
rower, creditor and debtor.  
The earth will be utterly 
laid waste and thoroughly 
plundered. 
For the LORD has spo-
ken this word.  The earth 
mourns and withers; the 
world languishes and fades; 

the exalted of the earth 
waste away.  The earth is 
defiled by its people; they 
have transgressed the laws; 
they have overstepped the 
decrees and broken the 
everlasting covenant.  
Therefore a curse has con-
sumed the earth, and its 
inhabitants must bear the 
guilt; the earth’s dwellers 
have been burned, and 
only a few survive” 
(Isaiah 24:1-6).

Then the fourth angel pou-
red out his bowl on the sun, 
and it was given power to 
scorch the people with fire.  
’And the people were scor-
ched by intense heat, and 
they cursed the name of 
God, who had authority 
over these plagues; yet 
they did not repent and 
give Him glory”
(Revelation 16:8-9).

The whole world, Finland 
included, has experienced 
exceptionally long periods 
of heat and drought, and 
high temperatures during a 
few summers, especially in 
the summer of 2021. 

Record-breaking tempera-
tures have plagued many 
areas; in North America, 
for instance, the tempera-
ture has risen to around 50 
degrees Celsius, and forest 
fires have devastated large 
areas in the western parts 
of the U.S. In Africa, among 
others, heat and dryness 
have caused shortage of 
food and growing crowds 
of refugees, when people 
are seeking to find refuge 
in the cooler northern are-
as. 

The heat and the dryness 
may lead to definitive loss 

of cereals. All this is part of 
the fulfillment of plagues of 
the end time in the world. 

The media blames the cli-
mate change for these pla-
gues and heats; the Bible, 
however, tells us the basic 
reason:  we have turned 
away form God, we have 
rejected the Lord´s com-
mandments, and we want 
to live a blasphemous life 
without God. 

Heat and high temperatu-
res are part of the plagues 
of Egypt fulfilling in the 
end of ages, and all other 
plagues will come upon 
the world either as such as 
they were, or in a modern 
form (Micah 7:15-17).

Iran, a threat to Israel, the 
Middle East, and the who-
le world

However, the prince of the 
kingdom of Persia opposed 
me for twenty-one days. 
Then Michael, one of the 
chief princes, came to help 
me, for I had been left the-
re with the kings of Persia. 
Now I have come to explain 
to you what will happen to 
your people in the latter 
days, for the vision con-
cerns those days. 
“Do you know why I have 
come to you?” he said. “I 
must return at once to fight 
against the prince of Per-
sia, and when I have gone 
forth, behold, the prince of 
Greece will come. 
But first I will tell you what 
is inscribed in the Book of 
Truth. 
Yet no one has the coura-
ge to support me against 
these, except Michael 
your prince” (Daniel 10:13-
14;20-21).

According to the Bible the 
bad prince of the kingdom 
of Persia will rise to stand 
against Israel in the  end of 
the ages. 

What takes place in the 
realm of spiritual powers 
will be seen here on earth 
as concrete events. 

The ancient Persian empi-
re was very vast; it inluded 
Pakistan, Afghanistan (the 
events there are part of the 
prophetic doings of the bad 
prince of Persia), and Iran, 
which is already openly 
against Israel. 

Iran´s goal is to destroy Is-
rael, and eventually also 
the U.S. and the whole 
Western, i.e. Christian, 
world; for this reason it is 
keen on developing nuclear 
weapons. 

It has already enriched 
uranium to 60 %, and can 
easily take it to 90 % which 
is used to nuclear weapons. 
Iran´s former president has 
said that they have all they 
need to build a nuclear 
bomb. 
 
Iran has also thrown dust 
in the Western world´s 
eyes and kept developing 
its nuclear power in secret 
against the nuclear agree-
ment; and it has not given 
international inspectors all 
information about its acti-
vities.

This situation is very alar-
ming for Israel, and Israel 
will not accept nuclear ne-
gociations, where the goal 
is to take the U.S. back to 
the agreement. 
Israel considers the agree-
ment bad as it gives Iran 
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frozen funds with which 
they can finance terrorism, 
sustain its allies in Lebanon, 
Syria, Gaza and Yemen, and 
develop more intensely 
their weapons and missiles, 
even nuclear weapons. 

Israel has told the U.S. that 
it reserves the right to take 
necessary measures, even 
alone,  if Iran is close to ha-
ving the material necessary 
for a nuclear weapon, and 
thus be a threat to Israel. 

The situation is critical as 
Iran appears to be getting 
closer to its goal.  At the 
end of Jeremiah´s chapter 
49 there is an interesting 
prophecy about the judge-
ment of Elam, which is the 
area containing nuclear fa-
cilities in the southwestern 
part of Iran, and which will 
be left uninhabited for a 
while. 

Time will show if Iran it-
self will be the target of a 
nuclear attack.  These times 
we are living in are exciting 
and frightening, but at the 
same time interesting.

The New Silky Road, 
China´s Belt and Road 
Plan. 

And the sixth angel poured 
out his bowl on the great 
river Euphrates, and its wa-
ter was dried up to prepare 
the way for the kings of the 
East. 
And I saw three unclean 
spirits that looked like frogs 
coming out of the mouths 
of the dragon, the beast, 
and the false prophet. The-
se are demonic spirits that 
perform signs and go out to 
all the kings of the earth, to 
assemble them for battle 
on the great day of God the 
Almighty. 

“Behold, I am coming like 
a thief. Blessed is the one 
who remains awake and 
clothed, so that he will not 
go naked and let his shame 
be exposed.”  And they as-
sembled the kings in the 
place that in Hebrew is cal-
led Armageddon”
(Revelation 16:12-16).

In 2015, Xi, the president 
of China, released a project 
called Belt and Road Action 
Plan. The aim of this pro-
ject is to connect, by land 
and by sea, China to Euro-
pe and Africa, as well as to 
Middle East, and increase 
trade and economical rela-
tionships. 

Through this project the 
Chinese have promoted 
and realized significant 
building and other projects 
also in Israel; financed by 
loans different projects, 
thus binding countries un-
der China´s influence. This 
rising and more and more 
impudent superpower is 
increasing its economical, 
political, and military in-
fluence through its Belt and 
Road plan. 

The U.S. strives to restrain 
the rise of China by strengt-
hening its military presence 
in the neighbouring count-
ries, and by supporting the 
allies of these countries 
that have suffered from 
China´s autocratic ma-
noeuvres, among others on 
the China Sea, which China 
seeks to dominate against 
the verdict of International 
Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea. 

China´s president has also 
announced that as regards 
to Taiwan their patience is 
ending unless Taiwan be 
reunified to China. The U.S., 

on the other hand, defends 
Taiwan´s independence. 
There are prophecies that 
speak about a possible mi-
litary conflict between the 
U.S. and China; it remains 
to be seen. 

China has tightened its hold 
on dissidents by increasing 
control, and it has taken a 
stranglehold on Hong Kong, 
and keeps watching its own 
citizens through millions of 
surveillance devices and fa-
cial recognition systems. 

By the light of the Book of 
Revelation, it seems that 
God will allow China to 
rise into a superpower to 
make it a counterforce to 
the future anti-Christian 
power ruled by the dra-
gon, the beast, and the fal-
se prophet, which will rise 
from Europe and be led 
from Rome. 

Tension will increase in the 
neighbourhood of China, 
and the kings of Orient 
(China and other eastern 
countries) will continue to 
be in the focus in the end 
of the age until the war of 
Armageddon. 

Christians will be 
persecuted

” Then they will deliver 
you over to be persecuted 
and killed, and you will be 
hated by all nations becau-
se of My name”(Matthew 
24:9).

” When you hear of wars 
and rumors of wars, do not 
be alarmed. These things 
must happen, but the end 
is still to come.  Nation will 
rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be earthquakes 
in various places, as well as 

famines. These are the be-
ginning of birth pains. 
So be on your guard. You 
will be delivered over to 
the councils and beaten in 
the synagogues. On My ac-
count you will stand before 
governors and kings as wit-
nesses to them.  
And the gospel must first 
be proclaimed to all the 
nations. But when they ar-
rest you and hand you over, 
do not worry beforehand 
what to say. Instead, speak 
whatever you are given at 
that time, for it will not be 
you speaking, but the Holy 
Spirit.  
Brother will betray brot-
her to death, and a father 
his child. Children will rise 
against their parents and 
have them put to dea-
th. You will be hated by 
everyone because of My 
name, but the one who 
perseveres to the end will 
be saved” 
(Mark 13:7-13).

One of the signs of the time 
is the global persecution of 
believers in Christ. Today, 
there are about 350 million 
Christians who are being 
persecuted in 70 countries. 

Presently the prevailing 
climate is becoming more 
and more tense also in Fin-
land. There is a general cry 
for tolerance towards gen-
der and other minorities, 
but opinions aligning with 
the Bible are no longer to-
lerated, as we have seen 
in the case of Doctor Päivi 
Räsänen, member of the 
Finnish Parliament. 

Religious freedom condi-
tions are deteriorating in 
Russia, the times of free 
evangelization will soon be 
over. Likewise in China, the 
situation of believers is get-
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ting worse. 
The time of preaching free-
ly the Good News is ending 
in Russia and China, and in 
many other places, and it 
won´t take very long until 
the situation is the same 
globally. 

Finally there will be night 
and no one can work, and 
we will enter the time of an 
underground church.

Jacob´s distress

This is the word that came 
to Jeremiah from the LORD:  
“This is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘Write in 
a book all the words that I 
have spoken to you.  
For behold, the days are 
coming, declares the LORD, 
when I will restore from 
captivity  My people Isra-
el and Judah, declares the 
LORD. 
I will restore them to the 
land that I gave to their 
fathers, and they will pos-
sess it.’  These are the 
words that the LORD spoke 
concerning Israel and Ju-

dah.  Yes, this is what the 
LORD says: “A cry of panic is 
heard—a cry of terror, not 
of peace. Ask now, and see: 
Can a male give birth? 
Why then do I see every 
man with his hands on his 
stomach like a woman in 
labor and every face turned 
pale? 
How awful that day will be! 
None will be like it! It is the 
time of Jacob’s distress, but 
he will be saved out of it” 
(Jeremiah 30:1-7).

There will come the time 
of great trouble for Israel, 
too. Besides Iran, its allies 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and 
Syria, and Hamas in Gaza, 
are a continuous threat to 
Israel´s safety. 

The last incident took pla-
ce only a few months ago; 
Hams and Jihad terrorists 
fired over four thousand 
rockets into Israel, most of 
which the Iron Dome ma-
naged to intercept. 

Israel responded by 
destroying many of Gaza 

terrorists´ bases and tun-
nels. 
The situation is highly criti-
cal all the time, in spite of 
more peaceful periods in 
between, and the threat 
of war is in the air due to 
the naked hostility of sur-
rounding Islamic countries 
(Psalm 83). 

Eventually there will be the 
war of Gog (Ezekiel 38 and 
39), Israel will be in great 
distress, on the brink of 
destruction, as Daniel and 
the song of Moses descri-
be.

 “At that time Michael, the 
great prince who stands 
watch over your people, 
will rise up. 
There will be a time of 
distress, the likes of which 
will not have occurred from 
the beginning of nations 
until that time. 
But at that time your 
people—everyone whose 
name is found written in 
the book—will be delive-
red.  And many who sleep 
in the dust of the earth will 

awake, some to everlasting 
life, but others to shame 
and everlasting contempt.  
Then the wise will shine 
like the brightness of the 
heavens,  and those who 
lead many to righteousness 
will shine like the stars fore-
ver and ever.  
But you, Daniel, shut up 
these words and seal the 
book until the time of the 
end. Many will roam to and 
fro, and knowledge will in-
crease.”  
Then I, Daniel, looked and 
saw two others standing 
there, one on this bank of 
the river and one on the 
opposite bank.  
One of them said to the 
man dressed in linen, who 
was above the waters of 
the river, “How long un-
til the fulfillment of these 
wonders?”  
And the man dressed in li-
nen, who was above the 
waters of the river, raised 
his right hand and his left 
hand toward heaven, and 
I heard him swear by Him 
who lives forever, saying, 
“It will be for a time, and ti-



mes, and half a time. When 
the power of the holy 
people has finally been 
shattered, all these things 
will be completed.” 
(Daniel 12:1-7).

But their vine is from the 
vine of Sodom and from 
the fields of Gomorrah. 
Their grapes are poisono-
us; their clusters are bitter. 
Their wine is the venom of 
serpents, the deadly poi-
son of cobras.
“Have I not stored up the-
se things, sealed up within 
My vaults?  Vengeance is 
Mine; I will repay. In due 
time their foot will slip; for 
their day of disaster is near, 
and their doom is coming 
quickly.”  
For the LORD will vindicate 
His people and have com-
passion on His servants 
when He sees that their st-
rength is gone and no one 
remains, slave or free.  He 
will say: 
“Where are their gods, the 
rock in which they took re-
fuge,  which ate the fat of 
their sacrifices and drank 
the wine of their drink of-

ferings? 
Let them rise up and help 
you; let them give you shel-
ter!  See now that I am He; 
there is no God besides 
Me. I bring death and I give 
life; I wound and I heal, and 
there is no one who can de-
liver from My hand.  
For I lift up My hand to hea-
ven and declare: As surely 
as I live forever,  when I 
sharpen My flashing sword, 
and My hand grasps it in 
judgment, I will take ven-
geance on My adversaries 
and repay those who hate 
Me. 
 I will make My arrows 
drunk with blood, while My 
sword devours flesh—the 
blood of the slain and cap-
tives, the heads of the ene-
my leaders.”  
Rejoice, O heavens, with 
Him, and let all God’s an-
gels worship Him. Rejoice, 
O nations, with His peop-
le; for He will avenge the 
blood of His children. He 
will take vengeance on His 
adversaries and repay tho-
se who hate Him; He will 
cleanse His land and His 
people. 

Then Moses came with Jo-
shua  son of Nun and re-
cited all the words of this 
song in the hearing of the 
people”
(Deuteronomy 32:32-44).

When these distressing 
events described by Moses 
begin to happen, the rap-
ture of the church is near, 
the hour when the Lord will 
come to fetch the believers 
to the heavenly sea of glass 
in front of the throne.

”Then I saw another great 
and marvelous sign in hea-
ven: seven angels with the 
seven final plagues, with 
which the wrath of God is 
completed.  
And I saw something like a 
sea of glass mixed with fire, 
beside which stood those 
who had conquered the 
beast and its image and the 
number of its name. 
They were holding harps 
from God,  and they sang 
the song of God’s servant 
Moses and of the Lamb: 
“Great and wonderful are 
Your works, O Lord God Al-
mighty! Just and true are 

Your ways, 
O King of the nations!  Who 
will not fear You, O Lord,and 
glorify Your name? For You 
alone are holy. All nations 
will come and worship be-
fore You, for Your righteous 
acts have been revealed.”
(Revelation 15:1-4).

God allowed Israel to be 
taken through fire and on 
the brink of total destruc-
tion, because He wanted 
Israel to humble themsel-
ves to welcome their Mes-
siah, who will come with 
His resurrected saints to 
save Israel from destructi-
on, and to judge all God´s 
and Israel´s enemies (see 
Zechariah 14  and Jude´s 
letter). 

The wings of the eagle of 
the U.S. are taken off from 
the lion of Judah, which 
makes it impossible for it 
to rely on its own help and 
military power; Israel will 
have to humble themselves 
before their Messiah in or-
der to become a Messianic 
people of priests in the co-
mig thousand-year Messia-
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nic Kingdom (Dan 7:1-4). In 
these times of growing an-
tisemitism we must stand 
with Israel in the middle of 
the end time tribulations, 
and get ready for the great 
exodus as well as the short 
but strong revival.

The days of Noah and Lot

” Just as it was in the days 
of Noah, so also will it be 
in the days of the Son of 
Man:  People were eating 
and drinking, marrying and 
being given in marriage, up 
to the day Noah entered 
the ark. 
Then the flood came and 
destroyed them all.  It was 
the same in the days of Lot: 
People were eating and 
drinking, buying and sel-
ling, planting and building.  
But on the day Lot left So-
dom, fire and sulfur rained 
down from heaven and 
destroyed them all.  It will 
be just like that on the day 
the Son of Man is revealed 
”(Luke 17:26-30).

” Now this was the iniquity 
of your sister Sodom: She 
and her daughters were ar-
rogant, overfed, and comp-
lacent; they did not help 
the poor and needy.  Thus 
they were haughty and 

committed abominations 
before Me. Therefore I re-
moved them, as you have 
seen” (Ezekiel 16:49-50).

”If he condemned the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah by 
burning them to ashes, and 
made them an example of 
what is going to happen to 
the ungodly” (2 Peter 2:6).

Noah´s days and Lot´s days 
are among the signs of the 
Messiah´s coming. 

In Noah´s days the earth 
became full of violence 
(Hebrew ”hamas”), and 
the inclinations of people´s 
hearts were evil all the time 
(Gen 6). 

This describes the time we 
are living in; wickedness 
and violence are increasing 
all the time in the world. In 
Lot´s days God destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah be-
cause of sexual perversions 
and homosexualism. 

Men of Sodom wanted to 
have sex with the angels 
who had taken the form of 
men and come to rescue 
Lot because of Abraham´s 
prayers (Gen 19). 
The prophet Ezekiel says 
the men of Sodom were 

proud, living in luxury, and 
committing abominations, 
which was the reason God 
destroyed both Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and Admah 
and Zeboiim by burning 
sulphur. 

This was a warning to tho-
se who would lead ungodly 
lives thereafter. The days of 
Lot are here now. Traditio-
nal family values are disre-
garded, societies are beco-
mig corrupted. 

Anyone defending an opi-
nion based on the Bible 
is bound to face trouble, 
even be brought to justice. 
When Hungary passed the 
law that denied teaching 
under-aged children con-
cepts that are against tra-
ditional family values,  the 
country faces being taken 
to court for acting against 
the values of the European 
Union. 

Poland is under the same 
threat. The sin of Sodom 
brings the judgment of So-
dom; but people of God 
will be saved from under 
fire and brimstone, or a 
global atom war, just like 
Lot was rescued from the 
destruction of Sodom.

Plague precedes
the Messiah´s coming
  
 This is a prayer of Habak-
kuk the prophet, according 
to Shigionoth:  O LORD, I 
have heard the report of 
You;I stand in awe, O LORD, 
of Your deeds. Revive them 
in these years; make them 
known in these years. 
In Your wrath, remember 
mercy!  God came from 
Teman, and the Holy One 
from Mount Paran. Selah. 
His glory covered the hea-
vens, and His praise filled 
the earth.  His radiance 
was like the sunlight;rays 
flashed from His hand, 
where His power is hidden. 
Plague (Hebrew OT ”da-
ver”, plague, epidemic) 
went before Him, and fever 
( Hebrew OT ”reshef”, glo-
wing embers, flash of a gun 
or a bomb, destruction) fol-
lowed in His steps.  
He stood and measured the 
earth; He looked and start-
led the nations; the ancient 
mountains crumbled; the 
perpetual hills collapsed. 
His ways are everlasting” 
(Habakkuk 3:1-6).

Since 2020 we have been 
living times of global co-
ronavirus pandemic. This is 
but one of Egypt´s plagues 

26

Scenery from Leppavirta, Finland. Photo:Markus Nurmesniemi



in the end of the age; the 
rest of the plagues will also 
come true. 

Many restrictions, security 
measures, and lockdowns 
have limited people´s lives. 

All sectors of economic life 
have been affected; tou-
rism and cultural activities 
the most. 
Vaccinations and restric-
tions have helped, and it 
seems we are heading to-
wards better times. 

There is the threat of a new 
wave, however, as new va-
riants, the Delta variant 
among others, have emer-
ged. In many places infec-
tions are rapidly increasing.  
It is to be feared that the 
Covid-19 vaccine will have 
to be taken every year the 
same way one takes the 
seasonal influenza shot.

The prophet Habakkuk says 
that plague/pestilence/bad 
epidemic (dever, daver) 
goes  before the Lord´s co-
ming, and a flash of a gun 
or a bomb follows Him. 

This is one more sign of 
the approaching coming of 
the Messiah. Judgment will 

follow Him; flashes of guns 
and bombs, and destructi-
on.

Stand up and lift up 
your heads

 There will be signs in the 
sun and moon and stars, 
and on the earth dismay 
among the nations, bewil-
dered by the roaring of the 
sea and the surging of the 
waves.  
Men will faint from fear 
and anxiety over what is 
coming upon the earth, for 
the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken. 
’At that time they will see 
the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great 
glory. 
When these things begin 
to happen, stand up and 
lift up your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing 
near. 
But watch yourselves, or 
your hearts will be weighed 
down by dissipation, drun-
kenness, and the worries 
of life—and that day will 
spring upon you suddenly 
like a snare.  
For it will come upon all 
who dwell on the face of all 
the earth.  
So keep watch at all times, 

and pray that you may have 
the strength to escape all 
that is about to happen and 
to stand before the Son of 
Man” 
(Luke 21:25-28; 34-36).

When we see all these 
frightening things begin-
ning to take place, we know 
that the Messiah´s coming 
is near, and the taking-up 
of the church is near. 

The gospels of Mark and 
Matthew describe us how 
the powers of the hea-
vens will be shaken at the 
Messiah´s coming when 
the believers are gathered 
to meet Him in the air (Matt 
24:29-31, Mark 13:24-27). 

The word the original Greek 
uses for the word heaven is 
”uranos”. The word urani-
um is derived from this 
word uranos.

We may presume that it 
will be when the powers of 
uranium are shaken in the 
flashes of atom bombs in 
the global atom war that 
the Messiah is coming to 
fetch His own away from 
under the war, just like Lot 
was rescued from Sodom 
from under the burning 

sulphur.

The church will have to face 
the time of great distress, 
but it will be taken away 
from under the atom war 
and the wrath of God. 

We can get prepared for 
the Messiah´s coming by 
watching and praying, and 
lift our heads and be en-
couraged, when we see 
these frightening end time 
events taking place. 

We all should remember 
that God is Almighty, and 
everything will happen 
according to His will and 
word. 
He will take care of His own 
also in the middle of hard 
times. 
Let us make it certain that 
we belong to Him by recei-
ving Him as our Saviour and 
King. 

Only then will we be under 
the protection of the Al-
mighty, even in the midst of 
end time tribulations, and 
we will have peace in our 
hearts while we are waiting 
for Yeshua the Messiah´s 
return.  

https://israel-apu.fi/
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The Real Chanukah

-Story
*******

Written by:
Samuel Kohen

The Chanukah story as gi-
ven to us by the freedom 
fighters of Elohim. I wrote 
this article in the face of 
much criticism, but I stand 
by my article. Some people 
asked me why I wrote this 
article; others have waited 
for this truth to be told. I 
responded by saying, I do it 
in the honour and memory 
of Mattathias, his son Judas 
Maccabi and his brothers.
What is a fact, and what is 
fiction?

I recommend that you read 
the books of Macabbi, so 
you will get the full story 
of what we will be talking 
about in this article.

We will address a few issu-
es in this article:
1.      Why are the traditi-
on of the oil and the lamp 
told?
2.      Where did this traditi-
on come from?
3.      Why is it taught?
4.      Why is it not found in 
the story of Maccabi 1 and 
2?
Let us start in the begin-

ning; here is basic historical 
information, and we will 
move right into the fact and 
fiction part of Chanukah.
We will see what Chanukah 
is and what it is not. 

Chanukah means dedicati-
on. The dedication of the 
altar and temple, to be 
exact. This festival comme-
morates the events recor-
ded in the first and second 
books of Maccabis that 
took place in 165 BCE when 
the temple was rededica-
ted after the Greek-Syrian 
occupation. These books 
are Jewish writings pre-
served in the Apocrypha 
that originally appeared in 
the Septuagint, the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew 
Bible made in the 2nd Cen-
tury BCE.

Chanukah is a minor festi-
val or national holiday that 
begins on the 25th of Kis-
lev and lasts for eight days. 
Why eight days? We shall 
soon see.

It is a minor festival, in 
that none of the days are a 
Yontuf (Yom Tov) when we 
have to refrain from work. 

However, it is probably the 
most important minor fes-
tival and has some charac-
teristics of major festivals.

These are the traditional 
celebration steps:
1. The festival lasts 
for eight days 
2. The lighting of the 
chanukiah menorah
3. The story of the 
Maccabi battles is told as 
well as the “oil and lamp” 
story.
4. Hallel (Psalms 113-
118) is said during the festi-
val. 

The festival is celebrated 
in the home by lighting an 
eight-branched lamp on 
each night of the festival.

Basic history of Chanukah

The festival celebrates an 
event in history that is well 
documented. After Alexan-
der the Great conquests in 
Asia around 332 BCE, Pa-
lestine came under Greek 
control and remained so 
for more than 150 years. 

Eventually, when Antiochus 
Epiphanes was ruling the 

country, he aroused strong 
feelings that the Jewish 
population revolted. An-
tiochus wanted to unify all 
the various peoples under 
his control and tried to do 
this by making them speak 
Greek, observe Greek cus-
toms, and forbidding Je-
wish practice. 

In addition, he took over 
the temple and ordered pa-
gan sacrifices to be offered 
there. He also made the lo-
cal Jews eat pork and sac-
rifice pigs on the holy altar.
In 167 BCE, the revolt be-
gan in a small town called 
Modin. 

A priest led it called Mat-
tathias with the help of his 
five sons. When Mattathias 
died about a year later, his 
son Judah Maccabee (from 
Macav meaning hammer) 
became leader. He carried 
out a very successful cam-
paign of guerrilla warfare. 
The small group of Jews, 
although vastly outnum-
bered, miraculously ma-
naged to defeat the highly 
trained armies of profes-
sional soldiers sent against 
them on several occasions. 
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They eventually liberated 
Jerusalem and rededicated 
the temple, and very signi-
ficantly, they rebuilt a new 
altar. Furthermore, this 
rededication is commemo-
rated and given the name 
Chanukah.

1Ma 4:37  Upon this, all 
the hosts assembled them-
selves and went up into 
mount Sion.
1Ma 4:38  And when they 
saw the sanctuary desola-
te, and the altar profaned, 
and the gates burned up, 
and shrubs growing in the 
courts as in a forest, or in 
one of the mountains, yea, 
and the priests’ chambers 
pulled down;
1Ma 4:39  They rent their 
clothes, and made great la-
mentation, and cast ashes 
upon their heads,
1Ma 4:40  And fell down 
flat to the ground upon 
their faces, and blew an 
alarm with the trumpets, 
and cried toward heaven.
1Ma 4:41  Then Judas ap-
pointed certain men to 
fight against those that 
were in the fortress, until 
he had cleansed the sanc-
tuary.
1Ma 4:42  So he chose 
priests of blameless con-
versation, such as had 
pleasure in the law:
1Ma 4:43  Who cleansed 
the sanctuary, and bare out 
the defiled stones into an 
unclean place.
1Ma 4:44  And when as 
they consulted what to do 
with the altar of burnt offe-
rings, which was profaned;
1Ma 4:45  They thought it 
best to pull it down, lest 
it should be a reproach to 
them, because the heathen 
had defiled it: wherefore 
they pulled it down,
1Ma 4:46  And laid up the 
stones in the mountain of 

the temple in a convenient 
place, until there should 
come a prophet to shew 
what should be done with 
them.
1Ma 4:47  Then they took 
whole stones according to 
the law, and built a new al-
tar according to the former;
1Ma 4:48  And made up the 
sanctuary, and the things 
that were within the temp-
le, and hallowed the courts.
1Ma 4:49  They made also 
new holy vessels, and into 
the temple they brought 
the candlestick, and the al-
tar of burnt offerings, and 
of incense, and the table.
1Ma 4:50  And upon the 
altar they burned incense, 
and the lamps that were 
upon the candlestick they 
lighted, that they might 
give light in the temple.
1Ma 4:51  Furthermore 
they set the loaves upon 
the table, and spread out 
the veils, and finished all 
the works which they had 
begun to make.
1Ma 4:52  Now on the 
five and twentieth day of 
the ninth month, which is 
called the month Casleu, 
in the hundred forty and 
eighth year, they rose up 
betimes in the morning,
1Ma 4:53  And offered sac-
rifice according to the law 
upon the new altar of burnt 
offerings, which they had 
made.
1Ma 4:54  Look, at what 
time and what day the 
heathen had profaned it, 
even in that was it dedi-
cated with songs, and cit-
herns, and harps, and cym-
bals.
1Ma 4:55  Then all the 
people fell upon their fa-
ces, worshipping and prai-
sing the God of heaven, 
who had given them good 
success.
1Ma 4:56  And so they kept 

the dedication of the al-
tar eight days and offered 
burnt offerings with glad-
ness, and sacrificed the 
sacrifice of deliverance and 
praise.
1Ma 4:57  They decked also 
the forefront of the temp-
le with crowns of gold, and 
with shields; and the gates 
and the chambers they re-
newed, and hanged doors 
upon them.
1Ma 4:58  Thus was there 
very great gladness among 
the people, for that the 
reproach of the heathen 
was put away.
1Ma 4:59  Moreover Judas 
and his brethren with the 
whole congregation of Is-
rael ordained, that the days 
of the dedication of the al-
tar should be kept in their 
season from year to year 
by the space of eight days, 
from the five and twentieth 
day of the month Casleu, 
with mirth and gladness.
1Ma 4:60  At that time also 
they builded up the mount 
Sion with high walls and st-
rong towers round about, 
lest the Gentiles should 
come and tread it down as 
they had done before.
1Ma 4:61  And they set 
there a garrison to keep it, 
and fortified Bethsura to 
preserve it; that the peop-
le might have a defense 
against Idumea.

What is missing 
in this story?

1.      The oil story related to 
the menorah.
2.      They did not have a  
miracle oil burning in the 
menorah for eight days.

Let us see what the real oil 
story is.

2Ma 1:1  The brethren, the 
Jews that be at Jerusalem 

and in the land of Judea, 
wish unto the brethren, the 
Jews that are throughout 
Egypt health and peace:
(They were writing to the 
Jews in Egypt that never 
heard of Chanukah)

2Ma 1:2  God be gracious 
unto you, and remember 
his covenant that he made 
with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, his faithful servants;
2Ma 1:3  And give you all 
an heart to serve him, and 
to do his will, with a good 
courage and a willing mind;
2Ma 1:4  And open your 
hearts in his law and com-
mandments, and send you 
peace,
2Ma 1:5  And hear your 
prayers, and be at one with 
you, and never forsake you 
in time of trouble.
2Ma 1:6  And now we be 
here praying for you.
2Ma 1:7  What time as De-
metrius reigned, in the hun-
dred threescore and ninth 
year, we the Jews wrote 
unto you in the extremity 
of trouble that came upon 
us in those years, from the 
time that Jason and his 
company revolted from the 
holy land and kingdom,
2Ma 1:8  And burned the 
porch, and shed innocent 
blood: then we prayed unto 
the Lord, and were heard; 
we offered also sacrifices 
and fine flour, and lighted 
the lamps, and set forth the 
loaves.
2Ma 1:9  And now see that 
ye keep the feast of taber-
nacles in the month Casleu.
2Ma 1:10  In the hundred 
fourscore and eighth year, 
the people that were at Je-
rusalem and in Judea, and 
the council, and Judas, sent 
greeting and health unto 
Aristobulus, king Ptole-
meus’ master, who was of 
the stock of the anointed 
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priests, and to the Jews 
that were in Egypt:
2Ma 1:11  Insomuch as 
God hath delivered us from 
great perils, we thank him 
highly, as having been in 
battle against a king.
2Ma 1:12  For he cast them 
out that fought within the 
holy city.
2Ma 1:13  For when the lea-
der was come into Persia, 
and the army with him that 
seemed invincible, they 
were slain in the Temple 
of Nanea by the deceit of 
Nanea’s priests.
2Ma 1:14  For Antiochus, 
as though he would marry 
her, came into the place, 
and his friends that were 
with him, to receive money 
in name of a dowry.
2Ma 1:15  Which when the 
priests of Nanea had set 
forth, and he was entered 
with a small company into 
the compass of the temp-
le, they shut the temple 
as soon as Antiochus was 
come in:
2Ma 1:16  And opening a 
privy door of the roof, they 
threw stones like thun-
derbolts, and struck down 
the captain, hewed them 
in pieces, smote off their 

heads and cast them to 
those that were without.
2Ma 1:17  Blessed be our 
God in all things, who hath 
delivered up the ungodly.
2Ma 1:18  Therefore whe-
reas we are now purposed 
to keep the purification of 
the temple upon the five 
and twentieth day of the 
month Casleu, we thought 
it necessary to certify you 
thereof, that ye also might 
keep it, as the feast of the 
tabernacles, and of the fire, 
which was given us when 
Neemias offered sacrifice, 
after that he had builded 
the temple and the altar.
2Ma 1:19  For when our 
fathers were led into Per-
sia, the priests that were 
then devout took the fire 
of the altar privily, and hid 
it in an hollow place of a pit 
without water, where they 
kept it sure, so that the pla-
ce was unknown to all men.

(Notice it says they took of 
the fire. Not oil.)

2Ma 1:20  Now after many 
years, when it pleased God, 
Neemias, being sent from 
the king of Persia, did send 
of the posterity of those 

priests that had hid it to 
the fire: but when they told 
us they found no fire, but 
thick water;

(This thick water was “this 
”nephthar,” but by most 
people it is called Napht-
ha.”)

2Ma 1:21  Then comman-
ded he them to draw it up, 
and to bring it; and when 
the sacrifices were laid 
on, Neemias commanded 
the priests to sprinkle the 
wood and the things laid 
thereupon with the water. 
(This nephthar)

2Ma 1:22  When this was 
done, and the time came 
that the sun shone, which 
afore was hid in the cloud, 
there was a great fire kin-
dled, so that every man 
marvelled.

(Did you catch that? The oil 
lit the altar and the sacrifi-
ce. Not the menorah.)
2Ma 1:23  And the priests 
made a prayer whilst the 
sacrifice was consuming, I 
say, both the priests, and 
all the rest, Jonathan be-
ginning, and the rest ans-

wering thereunto, as Nee-
mias did.
2Ma 1:24  And the prayer 
was after this manner; O 
Lord, Lord God, Creator of 
all things, who art fearful 
and strong, and righteous, 
and merciful, and the only 
and gracious King,
2Ma 1:25  The only giver 
of all things, the only just, 
almighty, and everlasting, 
thou that deliverest Israel 
from all trouble, and did-
st choose the fathers, and 
sanctify them:
2Ma 1:26  Receive the sac-
rifice for thy whole people 
Israel, and preserve thine 
own portion, and sanctify 
it.
2Ma 1:27  Gather those to-
gether that are scattered 
from us, deliver them that 
serve among the heathen, 
look upon them that are 
despised and abhorred, 
and let the heathen know 
that thou art our God.
2Ma 1:28  Punish them that 
oppress us, and with pride 
do us wrong.
2Ma 1:29  Plant thy people 
again in thy holy place, as 
Moses hath spoken.
2Ma 1:30  And the priests 
sung psalms of thanksgi-
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ving.
2Ma 1:31  Now when the 
sacrifice was consumed, 
Neemias commanded the 
water that was left to be 
poured on the great stones.

(They poured the “oil” on 
the rocks. Still NO menorah 
with oil that lasted 8 days?)

2Ma 1:32  When this was 
done, there was kindled a 
flame: but it was consumed 
by the light that shined 
from the altar.
2Ma 1:33  So when this 
matter was known, it was 
told the king of Persia, that 
in the place, where the 
priests that were led away 
had hid the fire, there ap-
peared water, and that 
Neemias had purified the 
sacrifices therewith.
2Ma 1:34  Then the king, 
inclosing the place, made it 
holy, after he had tried the 
matter.
2Ma 1:35  And the king 
took many gifts, and bes-
towed thereof on those 
whom he would gratify.
2Ma 1:36  And Neemias 

called this thing Naphthar, 
which is as much as to say, 
a cleansing: but many men 
call it Nephi. 

(The oil topic is done. Still 
NO oil and menorah?)

Let us move ahead and see 
if maybe we can find the oil 
and menorah story later.

2Ma 10:1  Now Maccabeus 
and his company, the Lord 
guiding them, recovered 
the temple and the city:
2Ma 10:2  But the altars 
which the heathen had 
built in the open street, 
and also the chapels, they 
pulled down.
2Ma 10:3  And having 
cleansed the temple they 
made another altar, and st-
riking stones they took fire 
out of them, and offered 
a sacrifice after two years, 
and set forth incense, and 
lights, and shewbread.
2Ma 10:4  When that was 
done, they fell flat down, 
and besought the Lord 
that they might come no 
more into such troubles; 

but if they sinned any more 
against him, that he himself 
would chasten them with 
mercy, and that they might 
not be delivered unto the 
blasphemous and barbaro-
us nations.
2Ma 10:5  Now upon the 
same day that the strangers 
profaned the temple, on 
the very same day it was 
cleansed again, even the 
five and twentieth day of 
the same month, which is 
Casleu.
2Ma 10:6  And they kept 
the eight days with glad-
ness, as in the feast of the 
tabernacles, remembering 
that not long afore they 
had held the feast of the 
tabernacles, when as they 
wandered in the mountains 
and dens like beasts.
2Ma 10:7  Therefore they 
bare branches, and fair 
boughs, and palms also, 
and sang psalms unto him 
that had given them good 
success in cleansing his pla-
ce.
2Ma 10:8  They ordained 
also by a common statu-
te and decree, That every 

year those days should be 
kept of the whole nation of 
the Jews.

I encourage the reader, 
READ THE STORY.

What did we find?

1.      They were looking 
for a secret fire, and they 
found none.
2.      They found thick oil of 
some sort.
3.      They put this oil on the 
altar and the sacrifice.
4.      clouds cleared up, the 
sun shone, the fire ignited.
5.      Fire consumed the sac-
rifice.
6.      They poured the rest 
of the oil on the broken-
down alter rocks.
7.      They choose to celeb-
rate this day for eight days.
What did we not find?
1.      Oil jar with the seal of 
the high priest.
2.      Oil that lasted and 
burned for eight straight 
days.
3.      No menorah was tal-
ked about.
4.      No menorah that had 
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miracle oil burning in it for 
eight days.

Historical Accounts teach 
us.

Here is the earliest recor-
ded story of the event, pos-
sibly by an eyewitness, was 
written about 30 years af-
ter the fact and said simply:

They made new holy ves-
sels and brought the lamp-
stand, the altar of incen-
se, and the table into the 
temple. Then they offered 
incense on the altar and 
lit the lights on the lamp-
stand. These gave light in 
the temple. They dedica-
ted it on the day that it had 
been profaned, it was dedi-
cated with songs and harps 
and lutes and cymbals. 

They celebrated the dedi-
cation of the altar for eight 
days.  1 Macc 4, vs. 49, 54 
and 59

In this first account, the 
lamp does have a more 
important part than the in-
cense altar or the table for 
the shewbread. The only 
remarkable thing about it 
was that it provided light 
inside the temple.

The recorded account is 
thought to have been writ-
ten about 50 or so years 
after the fact and added 
some extra details:

The sanctuary was puri-
fied on the twenty-fifth of 
Kislev, the same day of the 
same month as the foreig-
ners had profaned it. 

The joyful celebration 
lasted for eight days; it 
was like the Feast of Ta-
bernacles, for they recal-
led how, only a short time 
before, they had kept that 

feast while they were li-
ving like wild animals in 
the mountains and caves. 
So they carried garlanded 
wands and branches with 
their fruits, as well as palm 
fronds, and they chanted 
hymns to the One who had 
so triumphantly had achie-
ved the purification of His 
own Temple.  2 Macc. 10, 
5 - 7. 

As we have read in the 
pages of Macabbis about 
these early accounts, we 
immediately notice that 
there is no mention of the 
well-known traditional sto-
ry about the oil that lasted 
eight days. 

Josephus, writing about 
250 years after the event, 
gives a very similar account. 
The lampstand is still not 
an important feature of the 
festival. 

Josephus does not yet 
know the festival by the 
name Chanukah, but we do 
see him calling it the Festi-
val of Lights. 

Whiston’s translation says, 
”I suppose the reason was 
because this liberty beyond 
our hopes appeared to us, 
and that thence was the 
name given to that festival” 
He appears to be uncertain 
about the reason for light. 

He seems to think it is pro-
bably connected with the 
light of liberty.

By the time of the Mishnah, 
about 370 years after the 
revolt, the festival has be-
come known by the name 
Chanukah, but it is only 
mentioned in passing, and 
no rules are laid down for 
its observance. 

There is a reference to Cha-

nukah lights, but this tells 
us almost nothing about 
the ritual observance. The-
se are found in Antiqui-
ties,12, 7, #6 and 7 also 
baba Kama 6.6

The miracle of the oil as 
tradition teaches

The truth is that the oil and 
menorah story is Talmudic, 
based on tradition, and is 
not supported by the facts.
Let us see how this traditi-
on was developed.

It was not until the Baby-
lonian Talmud was comp-
leted in the fifth century 
CE that we found the sto-
ry about the jar of oil that 
lasted eight days. Prior to 
this, nothing is ever men-
tioned. About 600 years 
after Judah the Maccabee. 

The Talmud writes:
What is the reason for Ha-
nukkah? 
For our Rabbis taught: On 
the twenty-fifth of Kislew 
commence the days of Ha-
nukkah, which are eight on 
which a lamentation for the 
dead and fasting are forbid-
den. 
For when the Greeks ente-
red the temple, they defi-
led all the oils therein, and 
when the Hasmonean dy-
nasty prevailed against and 
defeated them, they made 
search and found only one 
cruse of oil which lay with 
the seal of the High Priest, 
but which contained suffi-
cient for one day’s lighting 
only; yet a miracle was 
wrought therein and they 
lit the lamp therewith for 
eight days. 
The following year these 
days were appointed a Fes-
tival with The recital of Hal-
lel and thanksgiving. Shab-
bat 21b.

Why did they make up 
the oil story?

The story about the miracle 
oil must have been written 
by the Amoraim (Rabbis of 
the Talmudic period) bet-
ween 210 and 500 CE. The-
re were two reasons why 
they made up this story. 

The Rabbis used to support 
their laws and traditions on 
Biblical verses to give them 
divine authority, meaning 
God gave them the authori-
ty to make up such stories. 
However, Chanukah com-
memorates events that 
occurred after the Hebrew 
Bible was completed.  

Therefore, the only way left 
to make the festival neces-
sary was to give it a miracle 
story. 

The practice of lighting 
Chanukah lights was being 
mixed up in peoples’ minds 
with an even older pagan 
mid-winter festival that the 
pagans were practicing. 
The Rabbis knew this and 
wanted to give the lights 
Jewish significance and 
meaning. 

The Talmud says: 
Our Rabbis taught: When 
Adam saw the day getting 
gradually shorter, he said, 
’Woe is me, perhaps becau-
se I have sinned, the world 
around me is being dar-
kened and returning to its 
state of chaos and confusi-
on; this then is the kind of 
death to which I have been 
sentenced from Heaven!’ 
So he began keeping an 
eight days’ fast. But as he 
observed midwinter’s day 
and noted the day getting 
increasingly longer, he said, 
’This is the world’s course’, 
and he set forth to keep 
an eight days’ festivity. In 
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the following year, he ap-
pointed both as festivals. 
Now, he fixed them for the 
sake of heaven, but the 
heathens appointed them 
for the sake of idolatry. 
Avodah  Zarah 8a.

1.      The Talmud would na-
turally say that the Jewish 
observance came first. But 
according to archaeologi-
cal evidence (FACTS) shows 
that special observances 
kept midwinter’s day from 
very ancient pagan times. 
In Egypt, some pyramids 
were aligned to the rising 
sun on mid-winter’s day. 
While in the other parts of 
the world, such as Britain, 
the tombs at Maes Howe 
in Orkney and Newgran-
ge in Ireland observed the 
phenomenon from about 
3000 BCE.

This is, in my opinion, no 
reason to start a tradition 
that is not based on facts. 
So let us look at what the 
real miracle of Chanukkah 
was.

The prayers and blessings 
during the festival of Cha-
nukkah refer to the “nis-
sim” miracles that took pla-
ce at Chanukkah. 

If these stories do not re-
fer to the legend of the oil, 
what do they refer to? 

Let us take an honest look.
When a small group of Je-
wish brothers led by their 
father from a small village 
revolted against the might 
of King Antiochus and his 
Greek Syrian empire with 
its large and fully trained 
army, nobody thought they 
could win. 

How could they, after all, 
the Jews had not had an 
army or even fought a batt-

le for over 300 years. 

Nevertheless, they defea-
ted large armies of battle-
hardened soldiers in battle 
after battle. That was in-
deed a great miracle by Elo-
him. How was this done? 

The Jews fought for free-
dom to worship in their 
chosen way and freedom 
from oppression. Their 
enemies were mainly 
mercenary soldiers who 
fought to win gold and ot-
her things from those they 
defeated. The fact that the 
Maccabis were inspired by 
an idea that Elohims ways 
must be restored strengt-
hened their position to 
such an extent that they 
had a spirit and will to fight 
and win that carried them 
to victory. 

This inspiration and goal 
was a spiritual miracle far 
greater than the physical 
miracle or Divine conjuring 
trick that was supposed to 
make one jar of oil last for 
eight days. 

Why eight days, and where 
did these eight days come 
from?

As we have seen, the oil 
story is probably, and most 
likely unhistorical; why 
then does the Festival last 
eight days? Nevertheless, 
the two earliest writings 
give reasons. 

The second book of Mac-
cabis says that this was be-
cause they had not been 
able to keep Sukkot while 
hiding in the hills, so they 
celebrated it late and or-
dered later generations to 
have an eight days festival 
at this time. 

However, as we see, in the 

first book of Maccabis, it 
does not mention this rea-
son. However, it says that 
they are celebrating the 
rededication of the altar 
for eight days, and those 
future generations should 
keep this day as a national 
holy day.

Josephus says, what about 
the subject after 70 CE?

“Now Judas celebrated the 
festival of the restoration of 
the sacrifices of the temple 
for eight days and omitted 
no sort of pleasures the-
reon, but he feasted them 
upon very rich and splendid 
sacrifices, and he honored 
God and delighted them by 
hymns and psalms. 
Nay, they were so very glad 
at the revival of their cus-
toms, when, after a long 
time of intermission, they 
unexpectedly had regained 
the freedom of their wor-
ship, that they made it a 
law for their posterity, that 
they should keep a festival, 
on account of the restorati-
on of their temple worship, 
for eight days. And from 
that time to this we celeb-
rate this festival and call it 
Lights. 

I suppose the reason was 
that this liberty beyond our 
hopes appeared to us and 
that thence was the name 
given to that festival. (Jo-
sephus, Antiquities of the 
Jews 12:316-325 [7:6-7]

The strange thing is that Ju-
das says nothing about oil 
and lamp.

Let us look at more rabbini-
cal writings in the Talmud.
”What is the reason for 
Hanukkah? For our rabbis 
taught: ”On the twenty-
fifth of Kislev are the days 
of Chanukah, which are 

eight on which lamenta-
tion for the dead and fas-
ting are forbidden” [Megil-
lat Ta‘anit]. For when the 
Greeks entered the temple, 
they defiled all the oils the-
rein. When the Hasmone-
ans [i.e. the Maccabis] pre-
vailed against and defeated 
them, they did search and 
found only one cruse of oil 
which lay with the seal of 
the high priest, but which 
contained sufficient oil for 
one day’s lighting only. Yet, 
a miracle was wrought the-
rein, and they lit the lamp 
therewith for eight days. 
The following year these 
days were appointed a Fes-
tival with the recital of prai-
se and thanksgiving.” (Bray-
ta in Babylonian Talmud, 
Sabbath 21b) 

Scholion on Megillat Ta‘anit 
- After 70 CE
”Why did they make this 
dedication eight days? Be-
cause in the days of the 
Greek kings the Hasmone-
ans entered the temple and 
built the altar and covered 
it with plaster and pre-
pared the Temple vessels 
and they spent eight days 
working on it.” (Scholion 
on Megillat Ta‘anit) Brayta 
- 200 CE

”Our Rabbis taught: The 
precept of Hanukkah is 
one light for a man and 
his household; the zealo-
us have one light for each 
member of the household; 
and the extremely zealous,  
Beth Shammai maintain: 
On the first day eight lights 
are lit and after that they 
are gradually reduced; but 
Beth Hillel say: 
On the first day one is lit 
and thereafter they are 
progressively increased... 
Beth Shammai’s reason is 
that it shall correspond to 
the bullocks of the festival; 
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whilst Beth Hillel’s reason is 
that we promote in matters 
of sanctity but do not redu-
ce.” (Brayta in: Babylonian 
Talmud, Sabbath 21b)

Babylonian Tamud - 500 CE
”Said R. Hanan b. Raba: KA-
LENDA is kept on the eight 
days following the winter 
solstice. SATURNALIA on 
the eight days preceding 
the winter solstice...Our 
Rabbis taught: When Adam 
saw the day getting gradu-
ally shorter, he said, ‘Woe is 
me, perhaps because I have 
sinned, the world around 
me is being darkened and 
returning to its state of 
chaos and confusion; this 
then is the kind of death to 
which I have been senten-
ced from Heaven!’ 
So he began keeping an 
eight days’ fast. However, 
as he observed the winter 
solstice and noted the day 
getting increasingly longer, 
he said, ‘This is the world’s 
course,’ and he set forth to 

keep an eight-day festivity.
In the following year, he 
appointed both as festivals. 
Now, Adam established 
them for the sake of hea-
ven, but the heathens ap-
pointed them for the sake 
of idolatry.” (Babylonian 
Talmud, Avodah Zarah 8a)
Traditional Chanukah.

The lamp used on Chanu-
kah is called chanukiah. In 
the old days, oil was put in 
it to keep it burning, but 
most are made to hold 
candles in modern years. 
These lamps usually have 
eight candles arranged in a 
straight line, and there is a 
ninth one which is on a dif-
ferent level, which is used 
to light the other eight. 

The middle candle is called 
the Shamash. (The Sha-
mash in the synagogue is 
the person  who has the 
job of arranging everything 
so that the service runs 
smoothly.) So the reason 

for eight lights is for the 
eight days of Chanukah. 

Where do people light
the Chanukiah

Because the lighting is in 
memory of a miraculous 
event, it was felt that we 
should give it maximum 
publicity. 

So Talmudic Rabbis said: 
It is incumbent to place 
the Hanukkah lamp by the 
door of one’s house on the 
outside; if one dwells in an 
upper chamber, he places it 
at the window nearest the 
street. 

But in times of danger, it 
is sufficient to place it on 
the table. Because of the 
growing anti-Semitism, it 
has become the traditional 
practice in some countries 
to light them indoors. Tra-
dition also teaches if a per-
son does light the chanuki-
ah outside, then it should 

be placed on the opposite 
side of the door to the me-
zuzah.  Shabbat 21b. 

How is the chanukiah lit

The teaching in the Tal-
mud Rab said, One may 
not kindle one light from 
another light11. And Raba 
said: Another lamp is requi-
red for its light to be used. 
Shabbat 21b

These rulings gave rise to 
the ninth light on the cha-
nukiah, which is called the 
Shamash and is used to 
light the other lights. We 
find the passage Hanerot 
Hallalu, These Lights, which 
is read or sung on the feast 
of Chanukah, refers to the-
se Talmudic rulings.

On each night of the Cha-
nukah, a lit candle is added 
to the chanukiah. Candles 
are put in from the right to 
left as the Hebrew script is 
read in that direction. 
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Traditionally the chanuki-
ah is lit before the Sabbath 
candles.

Increasing the candlelights.
Talmud teaches that in the 
times of the Mishna, there 
was discussion as to how to 
light the Chanukah candles 
in which direction.

The school of Shammai 
maintains: On the first day, 
eight lights are lit, and the-
reafter they are gradually 
reduced; but the school 
of Hillel says: On the first 
day one is lit and thereaf-
ter they are progressively 
increased.13. The views of 
the school of Hillel were 
accepted. The reason given 
for them was that we inc-
rease in [matters of] sancti-
ty but do not reduce. Shab-
bat 21b, Ibid

Another reason for increa-
sing the number of lights 
is that they symbolize the 
fact that after midwinter’s 

days, the daylight hours are 
getting longer. Therefore, it 
is highly probable that this 
custom of the kindling of 
lights was adopted by the 
Jewish leaders from the 
secular mid-winter festival 
that already existed.

Leaders of the Jewish com-
munities linked it with a 
historical event. They made 
its theme the preservation 
of the freedom to worship 
in the way that the indivi-
dual believes to be correct.
Let us recap what we found 
and what we have not 
found.

What did we find?

1.      They were looking 
for a secret fire, and they 
found none.
2.      They found a thick 
“water” or oil of some sort.
3.      They put this oil on the 
altar and sacrifice.
4.      Clouds cleared up, the 
sun shone, the fire ignited.

5.      Fire consumed the sac-
rifice.
6.      They poured the rest 
of the oil on the broken-
down alter rocks.
7.      They choose to celeb-
rate this day for eight days.
What did we not find?
1.   Oil jar with the seal of 
the high priest.
2.      Oil that lasted and 
burned for eight straight 
days.
3.      No menorah talked 
about.
4.      No menorah had “mi-
racle oil” burning for eight 
days.

You, as the reader, are res-
ponsible for seeking truth 
and seeking knowledge. 
Read, study, learn. 

Know the reason you are 
doing what you are doing.

Don’t get me wrong; the-
re is nothing wrong with 
traditions. I follow many 
myself, but we must follow 

tradition in spirit and truth, 
ensuring that it does not 
conflict with the holy bible, 
the Tanakh.

Like the religions that broke 
away sects of Judaism and 
their adoption of pagan 
ways, we, as Jews following 
Torah and the Almighty, 
must make sure we are not 
in the same error as those 
we claim to be in error.

May Almighty of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob keep you 
and bless you.

Part 1 of 2 as taught not a 
publication, but a lecture 
and teaching of history by 
Samuel Kohen.
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